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Norm  the General Gallagher 
moves to take N S .W  
w ith a little help from  some friends
by Hall Greenland
It’s like a re-run o f Easy Rider. 
The officials o f the NSW branch o f 
the Builders’ Labourers’ Federation 
ride from building site to building 
site on motor bikes. They’re heavily 
into the environment. Some southern 
red-necks, whose way o f life they 
threaten, have just blasted away at 
them. But, unlike Easy Rider, they’re 
still riding.
Riding shot-gun in the truck is 17- 
stone, affable Norm Gallagher, Mel­
bourne-based Federal Secretary of 
the Builders’ Labourers Federation.
This is how Norm Gallagher sees 
the conflict: “ Joe Owens (NSW 
branch secretary) is an ex-doggie and 
all doggies are elitists and adventur­
ers.”  Doggies is BL’s argot for dog- 
men — those men who ride the gir­
ders hanging from the crane gibs hun­
dreds o f feet above the street. Some­
times, o f course, dogmen fall off. 
And Gallagher adds, seemingly un-, 
aware o f the pun, “ that’s Owens’ 
downfall” .
But Owens survived the perils o f 
being a dogman and he and the NSW 
branch aren’t about to drop off. No­
body’s going to be scraping them o ff 
the footpath and they’re doggedly 
resisting Gallagher’s attempt to steam- 
roll them out o f existence.
When I talked to Norm Gallagher 
last week about the reasons for his in­
tervention in NSW, he gave me none 
o f those stories assiduously and in­
sidiously peddled by his off-siders 
about the NSW branch officials em­
bezzling money and r gging elections.
“ They broke the unity o f the Fed­
eration” , he insists. “ If you’re in a 
federation and the top body o f that 
federation decides something, then 
you’re bound to go along with it even 
if you don’t agree with it. The NSW 
officials wouldn’ t do that, so for un­
ity’s sake we had to knock them off.”
He then examples the BLF Federal 
Management Committee’s decision to 
hold a three day stoppage on Sept­
ember 29 & 30 and October 1. It 
was to be a protest against six buil­
ding companies’ application to the 
High Court for an injunction against 
the BLF attending negotiations for a 
new award on pay and conditions for 
all building workers.
At the Sydney mass meeting on 
September 29, the NSW officials, in­
stead of pushing the Federal Manage­
ment Committee’s decision, recomm­
ended the workers return to work 
that day. After all, the six building 
companies had withdrawn their app­
lication the Friday before.
“ If you’ve got a federation, you 
can’t have people deciding to go their 
own sweet way” , Gallagher claims.
The NSW branch leaders are also 
endangering the unity o f officials in 
the preservation of their jobs — that 
holy o f holies. As one o f Gallagher’s 
leaflets puts it: “ They’ve sent their 
stooges into all other branches to try 
and undermine them.”  Presumably 
these “ stooges”  are BLs in other 
states who are challenging the leader­
ship o f pro-Gallagher officials there. 
Note the identification by these o ff­
icials o f themselves with the union — 
a threat to them is seen as a threat to 
the union.
It should be mentioned in this 
context that in early 1976, Gallagher 
has to submit himself to a rank and 
file ballot for the federal secretary’s 
position — and that* will be the first 
time that’s ever happened, thanks to 
Federal Labor legislation which bans 
the continuation o f the practice —
not only restricted to the BLF — 
whereby state officials elect the fed­
eral secretary. Though Gallagher 
scoffs at suggestions that he’s shoring 
up his position.
Another reason Gallagher gives for 
intervention is re-registration o f the 
BLF with the federal arbitration sys­
tem. Mid-1974 the BLF was de-regis- 
tered: in other words, they were de­
clared an outlaw union which could 
not take advantage o f the arbitration 
court which makes decisions — some 
times to the short-term benefit o f 
workers — which have the force o f 
law. It is the staple activity o f most 
federal union officials to scamper to 
the court whenever they’re in a spot 
o f difficulty with the boss and get 
helped out by the court. With de- 
registration the BLF officials no long­
er had that out and were thrown back 
on their own strength.
The bosses, whose application for 
de-registration was upheld, are under­
stood to have no objection to the re­
registration o f the BLF if the NSW 
branch is “ dealt with” . A purge o f 
the NSW branch is the object o f their 
exercise. After all, their application 
Continued on page 3
Garry Wydell
Sydney BLs at the NSW stoppage on October 14 which unanimously voted its confidence in the current 
leadership o f  Owens, Pringle and Mundey and endorsed the NSW branch's policy o f green bans.
LETTERS
Address to:
P.O. Box 77, 
Carlton, Vic. 3053
The need to 
stop breeding
Friends, what the hell has happen­
ed5 to Digger since I last read it in 
Melbourne in February? How long 
has reactionary rhetoric like Alan 
Smith’s “ Who says there are too 
many of Who?”  (Digger no. 36) 
been featuring?
It’s nice to hear that Mr. Smith 
thinks that population control is not 
a substitute for social change, well 
well. I suppose he could also realise 
that vanilla icecream is not a substit­
ute for chocolate icecream.
Alan seems to have missed the 
point o f population control, which 
is neccessary to stabilise this shaky 
little planet.
At the moment with the help o f 
fertilisers, gross resource depletion, 
and about 3i7 billion people we have 
already greatly over-stretched the abi­
lity o f this planet’s support systems, i 
You see, without nitrogenous phos­
phates we could only support be­
tween one and two billion persons.
Problem 1: present and hypothet­
ical reserves o f nitrogenous phos­
phate fertilisers will be used (expo­
nentially o f course) by 2026 AD.
Problem 2: “ Social Change”  in 
“ underdeveloped”  countries gen­
erally tends towards industrialisa­
tion, westernisation and over­
development. So that Alan Smith re­
ducing population control to an ide­
ological thing, i.e. western repression, 
ignores the question o f resources and 
their continued exponential deple­
tion and paints Erlich as a would-be 
fascist — I would very much like to 
know where he got that Indian steril­
isation bit from, what’s the source?
Yes, Smith is right, we do need a 
reappraisal o f the standard at which 
the total population can be main­
tained equitably. But Smith is wrong 
to make population control into 
crass, reactionary, repressive ideolo­
gy. It is neccessary (along with acco­
mpanying social change) and must 
come soon.
As well as this, perhaps Mr. Smith 
hadn’t heard that the last time the 
US defence department war games 
people got together, the reason they 
had a supposed world war was , 
hunger—the haves vs the have-nots. I 
submit that Hunger is directly re­
lated to population size, that the 
world is grossly over-populated and 
that the only way stabilisation will 
be attained is catastrophe involving a 
major population decrease and radi- 
kal social changes.
It sounds gloomy, but in the Sa­
hel (where it’s now flooding) and 
other over-populated, sub-marginal 
regions it is.
Oh yes, Smith’s claim that the 
Chinese are doing ok — bullshit. 
China is over-populated, cannot sup­
port comfortably 800 million peop­
le, and the leadership will acknow­
ledge this (and do). Further, what 
they’re going to do when their nitro­
genous fertilisers run out is an open 
question. And let’s not try ripping 
o ff the sea’s supply o f high quality 
protein (fish etc.) like the over- 
populated Japanese. The oceans can’t 
take it. If Mr. Smith looks at the 
problem again, outside o f an ideolog­
ical framework, perhaps he will look 
more rationally. Like, no-one is de­
nying western repression, but I would 
like to know why Digger has sunk to 
cheap crass ideology to try de­
bunking population control, which is 
neccessary.
Anyway, apart from that, wel­
come back on board in Queensland. 
Peter Poynton 
Indooroopilly, Qld.
A  reply
1. As far as I am concerned, van­
illa icecream is a substitute for choco­
late icecream. Population control, 
however, is not a substitute for social 
change.
2. Yes, the earth's support systems 
have been greatly overstretched: yes 
we should be greatly concerned about 
the size o f  the population the earth 
is being expected to support. Wg 
should be similarly concerned about 
the foolishness with which a small 
elite o f  the world's population squan­
ders resources and fouls' the environ­
ment.
But it is not unreasonable for peo­
ple to go on having children until it is 
attractive and feasible for them to 
plan their families in socially respon­
sible ways. Social change directed to­
wards that end is a substitute for 
population control.
Similarly, personal care and auste­
rity is not a substitute for radical 
change required in consumer society. 
It is not unreasonable for helpless cit­
izens o f the affluent society to go on 
sqaundering resources until it appears 
that their own ecological responsibil­
ity has some point.
Social change directed at redefin­
ing economic needs and overcoming 
consumerism and the economic struc­
tures which demand it, . would de­
mand and also give some point to 
personal responsibility.
3. The ability o f the earth to feed 
its population is directly related to 
population size. But hunger is direct­
ly related to many things including 
the distribution o f  the means to grow 
and buy (and squander) food.
4. The Chinese have done bloody 
well — look at India! —and they are 
probably more seriously (and effect­
ively) than any other country, integ­
rating a population policy into over­
all and local socio-economic planning.
5. The quote from Paul Erlich is 
from The Population Bomb (Ballan- 
tyne/Friends o f  the Earth, London, 
1971) page 104. Erlich.to do him jus­
tice, takes irresponsible resource ex­
ploitation as seriously as population 
control. Erlich would probably like 
to have the powerful impose a great 
many ecological controls. This makes 
hint a would-be fascist, even if a tech­
nocratic one.
The social change needed for a 
just stabilisation o f  this. shaky old 
planet will only come about when 
enough people see through the pres­
ent system and the ideology which 
justifies individuals having the power 
to create personal profit at society's 
expense.
Ideology? Maybe, but part o f the 
process o f  social change is to reveal 
how the present system maintains it­
self and fools people, while beginning 
to work out alternative sets o f values 
and finding the political means to 
put them into practice.
Alan Smith
(Also see story inside on famine in 
India.)
The meanness 
of abortions
Although abortions are now easier 
to obtain than they were five years 
ago, the problem still remains: how to 
get sympathetic, supportive and con­
siderate treatment in the course of 
the termination.
Dr. Wainer’s Fertility Control Clin­
ic in East Melbourne is an excellent 
referral service. An independent ag­
ency does the urine test, and the pro­
gnosis being positive, the Clinic pro­
vides counselling and examination. A 
paramedico (female) conducts an ex­
tensive interview covering reasons for 
the abortion, your feelings regarding 
it, and gives a clear account o f the op­
eration itself. Every effort is made to 
allay any fears that might be held, 
and comprehensive contraceptive ad­
vice is also gone into. It is a rare 
G.P. who would go to this trouble to 
put a woman at her ease.
So I felt reassured and confident 
when I presented myself at the doc­
tor’s suite. My confidence waned, 
however, after I spent 50 minutes 
waiting after the appointed time. Fin­
ally a nurse showed me to a small 
parlour type room with two arm­
chairs and a coffee table piled high 
with magazines. Here, she ordered me 
to take my clothes off, put on my 
nightie and Modess — leave the money 
on the table. She promptly walked 
out, and left me shivering (and $140 
lighter) in semi-nakedness for another 
10 minutes.
I was then shown to^the operating 
theatre — it resembled more a vetin- 
ary surgery to me. I was ordered to 
climb up on the high narrow table 
which was covered with a cold red 
rubber sheet and adorned with the 
dreaded stirrups at the end.
“ Move down the table until you 
feel your bottom in the hole”  the 
nurse barked as she placed a sock on 
my left foot.
Another nurse appeared wielding 
a huge hyperdermic syringe contain­
ing the anaesthetic. I smiled weakly, 
hoping to get some word o f consol­
ation, but her bulldog face was rel­
entless. The doctor, who was cool, 
dispassionate and wordless, admin­
istered the injection and I stared at 
the bright fluorescent light on the 
ceiling as it faded into oblivion.
I woke up in a small bedroom, 
feeling as if I’ d returned from the 
dead. The nurse stomped in and 
switched on the light, ordering me to 
get dressed immediately.
“ I don’t think I can move” , I said 
as a few tears blobbed down my face. 
“ Don’t be dramatic” , she snapped, 
“ you have to go now.”  She left, and I 
staggered up, dressed, fell over, and 
dragged myself to yet another small 
room where I was presented with a 
cup o f tea.
The whole procedure was punitive 
and emotionless. The only conversat­
ion took the form of orders and com­
mands, and the nurses were more 
suited to the position o f wardress at 
Fairlea. I left feeling guilty and dirty, 
and vowed never to repeat the ex­
perience. Women have been accepting 
this sort o f treatment for far too 
long. Until we can take control of our 
own bodies, and assert ourselves in 
insisting on proper and humane med­
ical care, the frauds and quacks call­
ing themselves doctors will continue 
to ride rough shod over us ripping us 
o ff of our self-esteem, not to men­
tion our money.
Shat o ff  
Melbourne.
Divine Light 
refocused
Sorry this letter got a bit long, 
but please don’t abridge it if you de­
cide to publish it.
I empathisp with your cartooner 
(back page Digger no. 37 “ Truth is a 
Four Letter Word” ). Also appreciat­
ed Frank Starrs’ rave the issue before 
(Digger no. 36 ‘ “ This Knowledge is 
Not Chocolate —Confessions o f a Di­
vine Light Renegade” ). A point I 
would like to raise however, is that 
the Divine Light Mission is changing, 
rapidly and continually.
You see when one receives Know­
ledge one becomes in most cases 
very, very high. And when one is 
walking about in this state one real­
ises something.
“ Hey! How would it be if every 
head on the whole planet were up 
here with mine?”
It’s a little like (dare I say it) acid?
While going through a few post- 
Knowledge ups and downs the under­
standing grows and strengthens that 
normal (low) states o f consciousness 
are very difficult things to work with 
and no fun at all, and that everything 
would be much less viscous if the 
whole Earth were high.
But a couple o f years ago there 
were no guidelines for getting this 
sort o f thing on. We sat around and 
grinned at each other for a while and 
then we all went to see our old bud­
dies. And can you imagine our sur­
prise? They didn’t want to know, 
nearly all o f them. And after all 
these years o f collective soul- 
searching and consciousness raising.
Only slightly daunted, however, 
we very blissfully set o ff to cram the 
Knowledge past the guardian tonsils 
of\ the whole world. The euphoric 
feeling that in these apparently Apo­
calyptic days almost anything may 
happen at any time lent colour and 
emphasis to our words, and after 
dashing home from our newly-found 
jobs we would surge out into the 
streets, thrusting pamphlets towards 
almost universally unreceptive fists. 
When we ran out we would retrieve 
them from gutters and garbage bins 
and recycle them. (Yes, real True 
Confessions stuff this.) Public pro­
grammes became larger and more so­
phisticated, and inadvertantly prob­
ably gave rise to some super- 
Organisation-type paranoia. (Bit o f a 
joke this one actually.) But still we 
felt, if only they would listen!
Well at some stage or other, I for­
get exactly when, the first negative 
feedback started coming down from 
the media; We had just started some­
thing called “ Divine Sales” , a jumb­
le shop intended to “ reach people” 
through selling second-hand stuff to 
pensioners and winos in the inner- 
city Sydney area. The first I heard 
about it from the media it sounded 
like a multi-million dollar retail com­
plex. We were amazed. The end of 
the beginning was blatently at hand.
But we have learned a lot. The 
Aquarian Age (if indeed there be 
such a thing) is not going to begin 
next Tuesday (probably), and may 
in fact take several decades to be­
come conspicuously functionable. In 
the meantime under Maharaj Ji’s gui­
dance we have gone almost under­
ground, or at least very low key. We 
are acepting the Knowledge for 
what it is . . . an internal source of 
energy and love which obviates the 
need for personal power-games and 
psychic vampirism, and enables peo­
ple to live in harmony and tranquil­
ity together. We are allocating more 
and more o f our mostly wage-earned 
money to long-term projects such as 
an alternative lifestyle community 
development. It may take a little lon­
ger, but we have the manpower 
now, and the results are already
looking very positive.
See you after a while 
Chris Hamerton 
Secretary Divine Light Mission 
Cairns, Qld.
O ld Joh, 
on stage
I went along to visit our beloved 
premier the other night (I know 
Fool! Fool!) and I was so pissed o ff I 
decided to write about it and dump 
the whole bloody mess in your edit­
orial lap.
Friday October 11, the day when, 
by the grace o f God (Lutheran o f 
course) and the will o f  her most grac­
ious majesty Queen" o f Queensland, 
the premier, the right honourable Jo 
would come to town to address the 
youth o f Warwick on “ the role o f 
youth in politics”  and, as an added 
attraction, answer any controversial 
questions from the audience.
The immediate visual impact was 
him, the Man! I’ d never seen him be­
fore, but he looked just the same as 
the newspaper photos — two dimen­
sional and monochromed (perhaps 
he’d had a rough flight up). He did 
manage to sound really terrible 
though, lapsing immediately into ten 
minutes o f disjointed, rambling mon­
ologue about his childhood experien­
ces and a flight over the north pole.
Then he took us on a talking 
blues type trip around “ this great 
state o f Queensland” , starting at 
“ T.I.”  (Thursday Island) where the 
people are,all “ loyal Queenslanders — 
all happy and dancing and singing 
‘Border not change’ and they can 
sing these words in a really wonder­
ful way” .
From there he took us to Bamaga 
near which is a “ real jacky-jacky 
airstrip”  where “ the great coral sea 
battle was fought that saved us and 
allowed us to live the way we do to­
day”  and on and on into euphoria.
Suddenly the reverie is interrup­
ted! The whole era o f prosperity has 
changed overnight. The dreaded 
scourge o f free enterprise has struck 
— was he going to say it? close your 
ears, here it comes — Labor!
For the next 30 minutes anti- 
everything utterances poured from 
his mouth and ran down his trouser 
leg into the gaping mouths o f the 
faithful, huddling and genuflecting in 
his shadow.
His dogmatism was only exceeded 
by his piety as he warned o f “ the 
roaring, raging bushfire o f inflation” , 
‘ democracy going out the backdoor’ . 
This was" followed by a liberal 
dose o f the yellow peril. “ You can’t 
play with fire without getting burnt 
and you can’t play with communists 
without getting over-run’,’ and finally 
some wit and wisdom o f the Shah o f 
Iran: “ He said to me, ‘Mr. Premier, 
my country is surrounded by comm­
unists and the only way — the only 
way — to deal with them is to have a 
top rate airforce and army and
navy’
After all the ectoplasm had been 
swept away he said he would endeav­
our some questions, and deigned to 
answer four before stepping down. 
Here the meeting was disrupted by a 
Labor supporter who simply asked 
Jo to go home to Kingaroy. Jo’s per­
spicacity had just about reached its 
limits so he stuttered a few more 
times and told him to sit down 
where he’d be safer (one wonders 
who from).
It was now Flo’s turn (Mrs. Bjelke- 
Petersen). After saying nothing for 
15 minutes she also sat down. This 
left the stage open for the MC (a lo­
cal fixed plastic grin o f little repute) 
to announce that, courtesy o f the 
Young Nationals (aren’t they the 
blokes with a liberation front going 
up north?) tea and tucker would be 
served.
But in came ye olde catch 22: be­
fore we eat we gotta pass a vote o f 
thanks to our esteemed guest. It was 
time to leave.
Why did I bother to write it? Why 
am I showing it to you?
Perhaps I’m just looking for some­
one to share a toast with.
A Queensland Correspondent.
Love from  
Gin Gin
Was unhappy to see the report o f 
the bombing o f your premises. Your 
occupation is a hazardous one if 
done fearlessly as you folk do. 
Thanks for doing it.
Larry Drake 
Gin Gin, Qld.
Going to 
Perth?
With summer coming on, there 
will be quite a lot o f people driving 
or hitching across to W.A.
Plenty is happening here on many 
fronts from the fuel bill (see Digger 
no. 37 in which the WA government 
tries to legalise martial law) to the 
Atarazia Arts Festival scheduled for 
next April in the south west.
If you are heading to Perth this 
summer and will be pacing the streets 
o f a strange city with a pack on your 
back, the Information and Resource 
Centre is a friendly place to crash for 
a while.
Here you can meet people and get 
to know what is happening around 
the place. We can possibly also get 
you a place to stay and somewhere 
nice to work if you want it.
We are open 12 noon to 12 mid­
night.
Information and Resource Centre 
28 King Street 
Perth, WA, 6000
November 1974.
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At approximately 9.00pm on 
October 15, three paint bombs 
were thrown at a house occupied 
by Mary Duggan and John Halpin. 
They emitted a strong stench, 
stinging the eyes. They also em­
itted a good splattering o f paint.
Whoever made the projectiles 
wasn’t a novice and went to a fair 
degree o f trouble. They were skill­
fully constructed from 100 watt 
light bulbs wrapped in surgical 
tape. This enabled the projectile 
to break the glass before splatter­
ing. If one o f them had gone 
through the front window it is al­
most certain it *would have hit 
Mary’s seven month child, Martin, 
who was asleep in his cot.
However, the1 decorators’ ’ aimr 
was astray. Who thé' decorators' 
were remains subject to wide rang­
ing speculation. Articles written 
by John and Mary in Digger seem 
to have won them some enemies.
AM AZING  OFFER
One year’s worth o f The Digger 
— thirteen issues — costs $5.20.
And for anyone who has more 
faith than investment sense, we are 
offering speculator’s subscriptions for 
more than a year.
You can help Digger's chances o f 
surviving more than the next twelve 
months by paying now for the next 
two, three, four or however many 
years you’re willing to risk. We 
would stress that these multiple year 
subs are speculative because we can­
not guarantee to fulfil them! It’s an 
offer that unashamedly relies on 
readers’ faith and relative wealth. 
We only take responsibility in law 
for twelve months or thirteen issue 
subscriptions.
So there it is—one year and a free 
book for $5.20, or take a punt on 
our survival for however long after 
that you dare and share with us the 
risk o f making it into the second half 
o f  the decade. . .
I enclose $5.20. Please put me 
down for thirteen issues o f the four­
weekly Dagger.
Subscriptions,
The Digger,
P.O. Box 77,
Carlton 3053 
Victoria.
Name _ _ ___ ___ __ 1 wBMSL
Address
■ ____ _ Postcode . . . . ..J:___
A LTE R N A TIV E LY
I enclose $------------ being for a spec­
ulator’s subscription for----------years
worth o f Diggers, at $5.20 a year. I 
understand that The Digger only 
takes responsibility for one year’s 
worth, but that I will continue to 
receive Diggers at the rate o f 40 cents 
an issue until my money or The 
Digger runs out.
Please make cheques or postal orders 
payable to Hightimes Pty. Ltd., and 
cross them not negotiable.
Am in blocks 
bagpipes
Good frief, it’s come to this — 
a bagpipe shortage. Scottish bagpipe 
makers report that demand for the 
instrument in the New World is 
threatening their own domestic 
supply. Americans ordering the trad­
itional Scottish pipes now have to 
wait up to six months for delivery.
But the American pipers aren’t 
the only reason for the shortage. 
The real villain is Uganda’s President 
General Amin — no friend to 
Britain. To show his disdain for all 
things British, Amin recently refused 
to export any more African black- 
wood to Britain. And African black- 
wood is the traditional material from 
which the chanters, or melody mak­
ers, on the pipes is constructed. The 
Scottish bagpipe makers say they’ll 
have to tum to plastic in the future. 
—From EN
Chemical
dying
A Ralph Nader-sponsored group 
has accused a Philadelphia chemical 
company o f supressing data about 
workers who died o f cancer after 
being exposed to dangerous chem­
icals.
According to the Health Research 
Group, the Rohm and Haas Com­
pany knew as early as 1967 that BIS 
ether “ caused lung cancer in animals 
and that there was a statistically 
significant excess o f lung cancer 
among workers exposed to it.”
But the company didn’t warn its 
workers about the hazard until 1971, 
withheld information from the fed­
eral government on 15 workers who 
died after exposure to the chemical, 
and is fighting workers’ compensa­
tion claims made by survivors o f the 
15 workers.
The company concedes a link 
between BIS ether and cancer, but 
claims that it didn’t warn workers o f 
it because “ we didn’t want to cry 
‘ fire’ in a crowded theatre” .
—From EN
Dope on 
the line
Overseas phone calls from the 
United States are systematically 
monitored by the National Security 
Agency (NSA) according to inform­
ation leaked to Intelligence Report, 
a Washington-based magazine. The’ 
computer is programmed to switch 
on to cue words such as ‘dope’ , 
‘ marijuana’ , ‘Marx’ , ‘Mao’ , for evi­
dence o f  radical political or drug 
activities.
-F rom  PNS/LNS
Wounded 
Knee appeal
The first Wounded Knee-connect­
ed convictions have come down. 
Four American Indian Movement 
members were convicted in Lincoln, 
Nebraska, for conspiracy to inter­
fere with federal officers on April 
27, 1973, during the Wounded Knee 
occupation.
The convictions are being appeal­
ed on several grounds, including per­
jury, withholding evidence, falsifying 
evidence, and purposely losing evi­
dence, by government witnesses.
The four will not be sentenced 
until January, since a special hearing 
on the validity o f the 1868 Sioux 
Treaty will be held in late December. 
Should the court rule then that the 
treaty stands, 150 to 200 Wounded 
Knee charges will have to be thrown 
out. There is even the very remote 
possibility that the court could de­
cide to return twelve states to the 
Indians.
—From EN
Latin Indians 
unite
A conference o f Latin American 
Indian leaders meeting in Paraguay 
is demanding the return o f native 
lands. The week-long conference 
drew Indian members o f  Parliaments 
from several Latin American nations.
In a joint declaration, the delegates 
demanded an end to the social, cult­
ural, political, and economic exploit­
ation o f Indians in Latin America. 
They also demanded the return o f 
areas that were the original home­
lands o f native Americans.
The Indians added that they will 
join forces with other organisations 
representing the original inhabitants 
o f the continent, in order to press 
their demands.
—From EN
Wbmen sold 
to US men
The new tourist line being pushed 
by the Thieu regime in Saigon is the 
dollar potential o f Vietnamese wo­
men
The current issue o f Vietnam To­
day, an English language magazine 
published by the Saigon Govern­
ment for American businessmen, says 
‘ Fojr girl watching, Saigon is the 
town. The prettiest are those that 
have learned the use o f cosmetics 
and have touched themselves up, 
riding a handsome motor bike, dress­
ed in their ao dais and so chic with 
black gloves, to boot.’
—From EN
Unions fuck 
the octopus
Italian and Spanish union repre­
sentatives met for a two day conf­
erence at an undisclosed location in 
Northern Italy recently to discuss 
and coordinate the fight against 
multi-national companies which op­
erate in both Italy and Spain. Italian 
unions were represented by the 
Milano and Turino chapters o f the 
tri-confederation of Italian unions 
(CGIL, CISL, UIL) as well as auto 
workers and chemical workers. Span­
ish unions were represented by the 
three leading anti-fascist unions in 
Spain: the Workers Commissions, the 
General Workers Union and the Syn- 
dical Labour Union.
Contacts between these unions 
have existed for a long time but this 
was the first conference o f its kind. 
In May, the first meeting o f the 
International Coordination Commit­
tee took, place in Spain to discuss 
common strategies o f Pirelli-Dunlop 
workers in the two countries. The 
conference analyzed the penetration 
o f foreign capital into Spain as well 
as the conditions of the workers and 
the workers movements in both 
countries. Italy and Spain both have 
large factories o f the same multi­
national companies including Fiat, 
ITT, Michelin, Olivetti.
These companies pursue different 
strategies in various countries, caus­
ing serious problems for the workers. 
An example is Fiat which threatens
Italian workers with massive lay-offs 
whereas Fiat in Spain is now doub­
ling its number o f plants. Pirelli, 
which closed its Italian factories, 
imposes a 45-hour week on its Spa­
nish workers.
-F rom  PNS
N W L F  zaps 
IT T
Ten members o f the Los Angeles 
Police Department raided radio sta­
tion KPFK after it broadcast a com ­
munique relating to the bombing o f 
two ITT hotels.
The communique blamed ITT for 
helping to ‘create a reign o f terror 
in their greed for profit and power’ , 
and concluded ‘ In the name o f jus­
tice we demand that ITT admit to 
the peoples o f the world their com­
plicity (along with Kennecott, Ana­
conda and Kissinger) in Chile’s mur­
derous coup. You have enough 
power to implement murder, torture 
and the imprisonment o f 40,000 
political prisoners as exists in Chile 
today, therefore, we demand that 
you implement the release o f all 
political prisoners in Chile, and that 
you put an end to the murder and 
torture by the. military Junta. We 
expect a response to our demand or 
you shall suffer further repercussions 
for your brutality against humanity.’
The communique was signed ‘ Life 
and power to the People — Unity in 
Struggle. New World Liberation 
Front.
-F rom  PNS
Cancer deaths 
were tests
The exposure o f US Defence De­
partment plans to use radiation as a 
lethal battlefield weapon, comes 
after their funding o f experiments 
on cancer patients to test the effect 
on them o f large doses o f radiation.
From 1960 until 1972 the college 
o f medicine at the University of 
Cincinnati received $650,000 worth 
o f Defence Department grants to 
i conduct the experiments. The pa- 
| tients at Cincinnati were not told 
that the true purpose o f the ex­
periments was to test the combat 
effectiveness o f troops after radia­
tion sustained on the battlefield. 
The patients were told that the 
radiation they would receive would 
offer some hope for diminishing their 
own cancers.
A faculty report states: “ Seven of 
eighteen patients who received doses 
died within 38 days. In all, at least 
87 patients were used as subjects.”  
The programme o f radiation experi­
mentation at the college was dis­
continued in 1972 when Dr. Warren 
Dennis, president o f the college, an-
nounced that his institution “ would 
not accept any more money to zap 
cancer patients with atomic radiation 
for the Pentagon” .
—From PNS
Chilean 
papers closed
The military dictatorship in Chile 
has successfully crushed that coun­
try’s long-standing tradition o f a free 
press. According to the President o f 
the American Newspaper Guild, 
Charles Perlik, who recently visited 
Chile, 400 journalists and 2,000 
newspaper workers are now unem­
ployed, and over 100 journalists have 
gone into exile. The Junta has closed 
down seven daily newspapers in San­
tiago, 11 provincial papers, 21 week­
ly magazines, and 40 — out o f only 
155 — radio stations.
In addition, ten Chilean journal­
ists have been executed, another 49 
are in prison, and 42 have been 
expelled.
The remaining Chilean journalists, 
and those in exile, are appealing for 
a worldwide denunciation o f the 
destruction o f the free press in Chile. 
—From EN.
...b u t
Rebel stirs
The movement o f the revolution­
ary Left (MIR) has - published its 
newspaper Rebel for the first time 
since the Junta took control 13 
months ago. It has been distributed 
through an underground network all 
over the country and is visible proof 
that the resistance is still active in 
Chile.
—From PNS
Food rots 
for profit
Companies in America are des­
troying thousands o f tons o f food 
in order to keep prices as high as 
possible.
Because farmers produce more 
than can be sold at premium prices, 
the California Marketing Act o f  1937 
gave them control over their “ sur­
plus”  production. This legislation 
turned the states’ dairy, poultry, 
egg, fruit, nut and vegetable pro­
ducers into legal monopolies that 
control food supplies. /
Under the law, 35 different “ mar­
ket order advisory boards”  often 
determine singlehandedly how much 
of a particular product will reach the 
consumer and, thus, how the con­
sumer will pay. Essentially, the mar-
California Puerto Rican women jailed:
5 years to life 
for killing rapist
Inez Garcia, a 31 year old Puerto 
Rican farm worker and mother o f an 
11 year old son, was recently tried 
and convicted in California for kill­
ing a man who helped another to 
rape her. She got five years to life. 
She has been described as ‘a polit­
ical prisoner, a woman who is suffer­
ing from both a patriarchal crime 
and patriarchal justice’ .
The first part o f the following 
account o f  the events leading to the 
trial, conviction and gaoling o f Inez 
Garcia comes from an article in the 
Berkeley Barb by Gabrielle Schang.
The information about the incid­
ent related in this article comes from 
leaflets distributed by the Inez Garcia 
Defence Committee, and are verified 
by Inez herself. The excitement gen­
erated by her case has made caution 
and absolute accuracy a necessity. I 
personalized the story a bit, out o f 
enthusiasm for the cause, which I 
consider is every women’s right to 
protect and defend herself from 
crimes o f a violent nature. Of course 
we are all aware that ‘ an ounce o f 
prevention is worth a pound o f cure’ .
Sole dad farmworker, Inez Garcia 
is charged with first degree murder 
for shooting a mai who helped an­
other rape her. She faces possible life- 
imprisonment for an act she consid­
ers self-defence.
On the evening o f March 19, 
two men, Luis Castillo and Miguel 
Jimenez arrived around 8pm at a 
house rented by Inez and a friend o f 
hers, Fred Madrano. The two men 
came, allegedly to see Fred. He 
wasn’ t at home so Castillo and Jimen­
ez parked themselves in the living 
room, slurping the spirits they’d 
brought along, making malicious fun 
o f Inez as they drank.
Fred Madrano returned home at 
approximately 8.20 to this base scen­
ario. He was tormented and threat­
ened by the two drunken callees, 
and not unpredictably, a fight er­
upted among the menv * - yforJ
After the brawl, as Fred commen­
ced putting the place together, Inez 
walked with Jimenez and Castillo to 
the door, to insure their departure. 
But the boozy pair weren’t done hass­
ling. They grabbed Inez and dragged 
her around to the back o f  the house 
where they beat her and tore her 
clothes off. Then they raped her. Or, 
one held her and kept guard while the 
other did it. Either way, Inez was 
brutally raped and debased (which is 
a mean side-effect o f rape; so bad it 
defies all description o f the night­
mare).
Jimenez and Castillo split then, 
leaving Inez alone in the black out­
doors, in an injured stupor. Numbed 
by the shock that registers automat­
ically in the human body after an ass­
ault, physical or emotional, Inez 
staggered back into the house. A 
menacing phone call came from her 
attackers. They threatened to do 
their best to magnify her wretched­
ness if she didn’t leave town. Inez 
replaced the phone on its cradle and 
loaded her .22 caliber rifle. She 
couldn’t find Fred. Gulping down 
hysteria and outrage, Inez took to the 
streets o f Soledad, gun in hand.
Half an hour later, she found 
Jimenez and Castillo five blocks 
away, pounding her room-mate. 
Inez saw Jimenez drawing a knife 
and she shouted to them. Jimenez 
turned and abruptly thrust the blade. 
The knife came sailing toward Inez. 
Hastily she took aim and fired the 
rifle. Jimenez was killed but Castillo 
is still around, unscathed and absurd­
ly free. Allegedly, Castillo is the act­
ual rapist; Jimenez was his rape-acc­
omplice.
I had heard Inez’s attackers re­
ferred to in the press as “ kids” , and I 
wondered about it. Inez told me that 
they claim Jimenez was 21 but that 
he weighed a good 300 pounds and
looked older to her. “ He’s not a kid 
to me” , she said, ‘ ‘ I have a kid and he 
is not one. When he did what he did 
to me, I’ll tell you, he wasn’t a kid.”
I inquired then about what trans­
pired after the shooting, with the 
police. Inez said a friend must have 
called them. She was standing up 
dazed, still holding her rifle, when 
the cops arrived. She told me she 
simply handed the gun over to them 
and before she knew what happened, 
she was under arrest." For first degree 
murder no less.
During her trial in Monterey, Cal­
ifornia, she admitted killing Miguel 
Jimenez. She reportedly said: “ I kill­
ed the son o f a bitch and I wish I had 
killed the other.”
Inez Garcia
Her attorney, Charles Garry, arg­
ued during the trial that the slaying 
was, in effect, an act o f self-defence 
— evdrithoqgh iit' f&ttowed, tne^rkp£’ 
He attempted to show that the emot­
ional trauma associated with rape 
may extend the boundaries o f self- 
defence to “ a broad time afterwards” .
The judge said several times dur­
ing the trial that it was a murder 
trial, not a rape trial, and he called 
Inez Garcia a “ huntress”  — and 
worried that the man she killed had 
not had an opportunity to stand trial.
The trial attracted a faithful foll­
owing o f women from throughout 
northern California. At a news con­
ference this week, spokespersons for 
the Women’s Groups protested the 
conviction and promised to continue 
their fight for acquittal. Feminist 
Gloria Steinem sent a statement read­
ing: “ She (Inez Garcia) is a political 
prisoner, a woman who is suffering 
from both a patriarchal crime and 
patriarchal justice.”
However, during the trial, the 
judge said he wanted to tell “ the 
thousands o f ladies who signed pet­
itions”  supporting Mrs. Garcia, that 
the U.S. was “ a government by law 
and not a government by men” .
Women’s organizations in Paris, 
London and throughout the United 
States planned strikes and demonstra­
tions during rallies called to protest 
the murder conviction.
The demonstrations and strikes 
held on October 21 coincided with 
Ms. Garcia’s sentencing. Speakers at 
the various rallies included Gloria 
Steinem, Kate Millet, Flo Kennedy 
and Margo St. James. In Paris and 
London, women’s groups marched on 
the U.S. embassies.
Inez Garcia knows she is fighting 
for us all and our right to protect our­
selves from acts o f violence. The 
police rarely can prevent violent 
crimes against individuals, and they 
admit it.
“ I am not ashamed o f  what I 
have done. I was afraid and I had to 
defend myself,”  Inez Garcia said.
ketirig board works by assessing the 
total national demand for a partic­
ular product. If, for example, total 
demand for peaches is determined to 
be 800,000 tons when the harvest is 
estimated at one million tons, the 
marketing order can call for des- 
roying 20 per cent o f the total 
crop to ensure that oversupply does 
not push retail prices down.
An example o f this process is 
shown by the decision o f the market 
advisory board during 1970-71 to 
destroy 21,000 acres o f peach orch­
ards and 200,000 tons o f peaches in 
order to “ bring production down to 
a level that could command the high­
est market price.”
-F rom  PNS/LNS
Viet papers 
withdraw
South Vietnam’s highly censored 
newspapers are trying a new tack in 
the battle against government censor­
ship. The Vietnamese Publishers 
Association has ordered all member 
papers to stop reporting on any 
government activities. In other words 
the newspapers will censor the pol­
itical news themselves by completely 
avoiding it.
—From EN
X
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Our “ outside agitator reports back
Tim or: H alf an island up for grabs
by Grant Evans
Dili, the capital o f Portuguese 
Timor, was alive with activity. For 
the past few days people had been 
travelling down to Dili from the 
mountains to see the ‘Malai bot’ , Dr. 
Almeida Santos, Portuguese Minister 
for Overseas Affairs, who was due to 
arrive on the Saturday, October 12. 
According to the locals, Dili had 
never been so alive and full o f 
people.
Nobody knew the official Port­
uguese position on the future o f Ti­
mor and rumours swept around the 
city that Santos was going to throw 
his weight behind one o f the three 
parties and dissolve the other two.
The Minister failed to arrive. He had 
gone straight on to Australia to dis­
cuss Australia’s attitude to the fut­
ure o f the colony and from there he 
was going to Jakarta for similar dis­
cussions. Fresh rumours and uncert­
ainty broke out as people wondered 
whether the future o f the colony was 
being decided over their heads by the 
two major countries which hem it in 
— Australia and Indonesia. After all 
unofficial reports had it that Whitlam 
had no objections to Portuguese Ti­
mor being taken over by Indonesia, 
and General Murtopo was talking 
about the colony’s ‘re-integration in­
to Indonesia.
The uncertainty lasted for a whole 
week until the Minister arrived on the 
following Saturday, and in this brea­
thing space I talked to leaders o f all 
the major parties formed in Timor 
since the April coup.
The smallest party is the pro-int­
egration with Indonesia party, the 
Popular Democratic Association o f 
Timor (APODETI) — despite the 
claims o f the party’s General Secret­
ary, Jose Fernando Osorio Soares 
that the party has the support o f 70 
percent o f  the population. Soares 
claims that the two other parties, the 
Democratic Union o f Timor (UDT), 
and the Revolutionary Front for the 
Liberation o f Eastern Timor (FRETI­
LIN), are simply stooges o f  Portug­
uese colonialism.
Soares and his party take the line 
that Timor is too small and weak to 
develop independently.
‘ ‘The Portuguese colonialists have 
never developed the country and 
never will” , he told me at his home 
in Dili’s suburbs.“ Integration with a 
large, strong and anti-colonialist nat­
ion like Indonesia will allow Timor to 
develop both agriculturally and in­
dustrially. The people o f Timor will 
also have the choice o f being able to 
move around a large area for holidays 
and the like and will be able to get a 
good education in Jakarta.”  Soares 
admits that APODETI is getting fin­
ancial support from businessmen in 
Kupang, the capital o f the Indones­
ian half o f Timor, but he denies that 
they are receiving any financial assis­
tance from the Indonesian govern­
ment. This claim is quite simply im­
possible to believe. Radio Kupang 
beams across its support for APODE­
TI day in and day out and attacks the 
UDT hs “ worse than the Portuguese
colonialists”  and claims that FRE­
TILIN is communist.
Mario Vie gas Carascalau was the 
parliamentary representative for Ti­
mor under the previous fascist reg­
ime. Former leader o f UDT, he rec­
ently stood down from the leader­
ship o f the party but obviously re­
mains the brains behind the party. He 
was present when I talked with the 
General Secretary o f UDT, Domingos 
Olivera and all questions were direct­
ed through him. “ I can say he is our 
leader” , admitted Olivera. Needless 
to say, UDT is the conservative party 
in Timor. It wants continued strong 
links with Portugal in a ‘ loose’ feder­
ation and ultimate independence for 
the colony in an unspecified time.
At one level there doesn’ t seem to 
be much that separates the UDT from 
FRETILIN except that FRETILIN 
calls for immediate recognition o f in­
dependence and formal independence 
within five years. Beyond this, the 
various party’s programmes on quest- 
, ions o f social justice are fairly similar. 
The difference between the two part­
ies is, however, very deep. FRET­
ILIN’S base is amongst the workers 
in the main centres and in the vill­
ages. UDT is dominated by the int­
erests o f the leading administrators 
in the colony and the large coffee 
plantation owners. As the chairper­
son o f the Political Committee o f 
FRETILIN, Ramos-Horta told me: 
“ We will give these large coffee plan­
tations back to the people that owned 
them previously and this directly 
threatens the backers o f UDT.”  And 
FRETILIN and its supporters are 
strongly and openly anti-Portuguese 
colonialism.
UDT claims to have the support o f 
the ‘majority’ in Timor, whereas 
FRETILIN claims to have the supp­
ort o f 50 percent o f the population.
All parties were frantically must­
ering their supporters to Dili to show 
the Minister their backing. UDT was 
using administration trucks to get 
supporters down from the hills. FRE­
TILIN can’t afford trucks.
For the whole week leading up to 
the Minister’s visit, UDT supporters 
in warrior dress marched around the 
streets o f Dili, beating drums and 
braridishing long Katana knives. 
Others roared around bn the backs o f 
trucks shouting slogans. If the high 
stakes involved hadn’t hung menac­
ingly in the air, it would have been a 
festival.
Santos finally arrived, only to be 
unexpectedly met at the airport by a 
demonstration o f about 300 Port­
uguese soldiers. “ They expected a 
demonstration from FRETILIN here, 
but not this“ , said an old hand from 
Dili. “ It’s caused quite a few em­
barrassments.”  The soldiers were de­
manding better pay and conditions 
and calling for their return to 
Portugal.
Then a demonstration o f about
15,000 people gathered at the govern­
ment offices. Half the crowd was 
UDT and half FRETILIN, with a few 
hundred APODETI supporters, all 
chanting support for their parties.
Santos made his position obvious
from his first brief statement at the 
airport: “ Wherever I go and here in 
Timor I am proud to be Portuguese.”  
What became perfectly clear as the 
Minister went on was that the chan­
ges that have swept Portugal over the 
past six months have not quelled the 
pompous rhetoric o f the fascist per­
iod. All his speeches cut with oaths 
o f love and devotion to Portugal, 
with patriotism and love for the flag, 
and repeatedly punctuated by the 
cry: “ Viva Portugal!”
The Minister had only driven from 
the airport to the government build­
ings but this didn’t stop him from be­
ginning his speech with a declaration 
o f how it warmed his heart to see how 
much the Timorese people love Port­
ugal and the flag. He seemed surpri­
sed that this immediately called forth 
the chant “ fascista”  from the thou­
sands o f FRETILIN supporters list­
ening to the speech outside.
Santos effectively threw his 
weight behind the UDT. Timor, he 
said would stay with Portugal for the 
time being. An assembly to draw up 
a constitution would have to be for­
med, and only after that could the 
people o f Timor vote to decide whe­
ther they wanted independence or
not. The leaders o f UDT smiled smug­
ly and outside the government build­
ing the leaders o f APODETI and 
FRETILIN basically agreed with each 
other that it was “ luta continua” .
Next day we headed o ff to the 
mountains in a convoy o f four-wheel­
ed drive vehicles — the Minister was 
going to see “ the people” . At the 
first main Po'sto, Alleu, he was stop­
ped by thousands o f FRETILIN supp­
orters who handed him a manifesto 
o f opposition to colonialism demand­
ing immediate independence.
Meanwhile UDT had been truck­
ing their supporters around the coun­
tryside in government trucks to dem­
onstrate their “ love for Portugal”  to 
the Minister. And each time he spoke, 
Santos began, “ I am coming more and 
more to see with my own eyes the 
deep love the Timorese have for Por­
tugal...”
When challenged about UDT supp­
orters being brought from villages at 
the other end o f the island, Domin­
gos Olivera said: “ They’ve probably 
come to go to the market.”
/
* * *
The architecture o f Portuguese 
Timor tells its story o f the island’s
Ramos-Horta
history o f colonial domination. The 
market in Baucau is a pure Portuguese 
fantasy o f empire with an imposing 
coleseum-like structure, and a taste­
less mixture o f ancient Greek and Ro­
man architecture. Somehow this fan­
tasy that dominates the town has 
never been completed. Small spiral 
staircases finish in mid-air and the 
concrete overhead beams Which have 
never acquired a roof; are beginning ' 
to sag. a •
After 400 years o f Portuguese col­
onial rule, the Timorese people re­
main poor and the island as a whole is 
underdeveloped outside o f the admin­
istrative capital o f Dili. Ninety per­
cent o f Timor’s 600,000 people have 
a subsistence living. They are divided 
by 32 dialects, although Portuguese 
is supposedly the general language. 
Probably less than 20,000 have s work 
able knowledge o f the language.
Modern politics remain foreign to 
the majority o f the Timorese who 
live in traditional villages. ‘Malai’ 
means foreigner in one o f the main 
dialects, and to the villager? even the 
people o f Dili are Malai. While there is 
a general dislike o f the Portuguese the 
April coup and the events over the
past few months have affected daily 
lives in Timor hardly at all. At this 
time it is quite unrealistic for any par­
ty to claim that they have the polit­
ical support o f the majority. An imm­
ediate referendum would probably 
give UDT the majority through their 
control o f most o f the Liuri’s and 
Chefe’s who have been integrated into 
the colonial administrative structure 
and who would instruct those in their 
villages to vote for UDT. But the log­
istics o f such an election make it out 
o f the question at the moment.
Besides the ‘primitive’ state o f 
most Timorese, the problems for in­
dependence are enormous. The econ­
omy is weak and is dependent on a 
single crop — coffee — for earning over 
80 percent o f its foreign exchange 
earnings. Each year, the country runs 
a deficit which Portugal covers. Borr­
owing for development projects could 
quickly sink the island in debt and 
transform it into a neo-colony. At the 
moment an organization called the 
Japan Timor Friendship Society, 
which is a conglomerate o f Japanese 
companies, is planning a development 
project costed at $180 million. If this, 
goes through the Japanese will auto­
matically dominate the economy o f 
Timor.
Getting aid on reasonable terms is 
the most critical problem facing the 
two major parties, though UDT is 
only superficially concerned about 
it. Timor is a small and weak country 
with little muscle to dictate terms. Its 
ability to bargain depends on the in­
ternational links it forges. But all par­
ties realize that even here their opt­
ions realize that even here their opt­
ions are severely restricted by their 
threatening neighbour, Indonesia. For 
instance, it would be most rational 
for FRETILIN to try to establish 
close links with Mozambique and 
Guinea-Bissau but Indonesia would 
be extremely hostile to any contact 
with revolutionary marxist govern­
ments.
For the moment UDT’s support 
rests on its stranglehold on the old 
colonial state apparatus, but this in 
time is sure to be eroded by FRET­
ILIN’S grass roots work. Indonesia 
would not welcome a government 
controlled by FRETILIN.
Meanwhile APODETI is waiting in 
the wings for the other parties to tear 
each other apart. Just before I left, 
the administration seemed to be 
cracking down in various ways. FRE­
TILIN’S radio programme was banned 
for sixty days, and the Catholic 
church, a totally reactionary force, 
had caused the immediate recall o f  
the only revolutionary priest on the 
island whom I met in Baucau two 
days before his departure for Port­
ugal.
Soares’ visit got the old pro­
fascist elements flexing their muscles 
again.
In my last week I was attacked by 
UDT over the radio for being an 
“ outside agitator” . Two days later, I 
was visited by police who were enfor­
cing a law o f  the old regime’s that 
said I had to report my whereabouts 
to them at all times.
Some green bans 
we can’t w in
Tokyo piano 
m urdersContinued from page 1.
relied heavily on their case that the 
NSW branch was a law unto itself — 
what with its “ green bans”  and all.
When the BLF was de-registered, 
Gallagher proclaimed how pleased he 
was, as it released the BLF “ from the 
ball and chain o f arbitration” . But he 
has a rationale for his attempt to now 
put together a union acceptable to 
the boss and the arbitration court. 
“ Sure we could have gone it alone 
and relied on our own strength — but 
we had to have unity to do it. And 
the NSW branch made that unity im­
possible.”  But now that you’ve got a 
NSW branch o f your own and a un­
ited Federation, surely you can go  it 
alone now? “ No, it’s too late now.”
Joe Owens claims Gallagher has a 
special reason for wanting to get back 
into the arbitration swim right now. 
“ The negotiations for a new award on 
wages and conditions for building 
workers are proceeding in the arbit­
ration court now. Pat Clancy is lead­
ing the workers’ side and nobody can 
say he’s not doing a good job. He’s 
likely to get the kudos for the new 
award.”  That’s galling for Gallagher 
because Clancy is his Federal equival­
ent in the building tradesmen’s union 
— and that rivalry between labourers 
and craftsmen dies hard, especially at 
the level o f officials. Besides that age- 
old rivalry, there’s also the factor 
that Clancy is a Moscow-Line Com­
munist, and Gallagher a Peking-line 
one.
One o f Gallagher’s supporters puts 
it crudely: “ The national builders 
have got to face this: if they don’t 
support us in NSW then we’ ll break 
the concrete pours on their jobs in 
Melbourne, Adelaide and Perth.”  
When a concrete pour is broken o ff 
half way through, it has to be jack- 
hammered out before you begin 
again. A concrete pour has to be 
done all at once — or not at all.
That supporter o f Gallagher ex­
plains the appearance o f support by 
the bosses for Gallagher in terms of
their fear to do otherwise.
On October 14, Gallagher and 25- 
30 interstate and locally-recruited off­
icials set up their NSW branch o f the 
BLF in opposition to the already ex­
isting one.
Gallagher claims 800 members for 
the new branch — as against ten times 
that number for the old branch. 
Owens claims it’s nearer 100 memb­
ers, and Gallagher does talk o f new 
members “ trickling in” .
Certainly the NSW branch o f the 
bosses’ organization, the Master 
Builders’ Association, makes no bones 
about who they support in this 
struggle for the hearts and minds of 
the NSW BLs. Their ‘ All Member Cir­
cular No.81/1974’ advises their 
members to allow Gallagher’s organ­
izers unlimited access to building 
sites, but to only allow NSW branch 
organizers onto the job in the lunch 
hour and during smokoes.
NSW branch officials claim the 
bosses’ support goes further than this. 
They claim the bosses have funded 
the whole exercize. Gallagher hirpself 
has admitted the operation will cost 
at least $40,000. “ The federal BLF is 
broke” , says Joe Owens, “ two 
months ago they had to borrow ten 
thousand bucks out o f union reserves 
to keep going. So you tell me where 
the money is coming from. It’s cost­
ing them ten grand a week.”
When I taxed Gallagher on this, he 
at first said the money was coming 
from the membership fees o f mem­
bers recruited to his NSW branch. 
“ But there’s only 800 o f  them and 
that wouldn’t be enough” , I pointed 
out. Then he claimed the intervention 
was being funded by the other state 
branches. We’ll have to wait for their 
balance sheets to check that one out.
“ This boss support has a price” , 
claims Owens, “ and that is the lifting 
o f the green bans.”
“ I don’ t intend to lift any o f the 
green bans in NSW” , counters Gall­
agher.
But then, unsolicited, he adds a 
rider “ I’m a bit like a general. I only 
fight for territory I can hold. It’s not 
possible to keep all the green bans. 
You’ve got to strike a balance. We’ll 
defend those green bans we can be 
sure o f winning on. If the residents 
can hold up demolition and re-devel­
opment, ok, we’ll give them a hand.”
If that’s not enough, Vanguard, or­
gan \>f the Maoist Communist Party 
C.P.A. (M.L.), o f which Gallagher is 
Vice-President, declared in its Oct­
ober 17 number that right now green 
bans are a “ diversion”  which “ takes 
the heat o ff the exploiters” .
Gallagher certainly pursues the 
wages before all else line in his pal­
aver to NSW BLs. He makes this 
crude play in one o f his leaflets: “ The 
NSW branch under the leadership o f 
Owens, Pringle and Mundey has con­
centrated more on social issues than 
on the wages and conditions o f their 
members. Because o f this members in 
NSW have fallen further and further 
behind the going rates in Victoria.”
Gallagher swears he’ ll stay in Syd­
ney as long as it’s necessary to set up 
a viable new NSW branch. He says 
he’s given up ideas o f entirely rubb­
ing out the existing NSW branch. He 
will settle for two branches about the 
same size. Does he see any chance of 
a reconciliation? “ Nope. Not at all.”  
But then he adds, “ Perhaps one day. 
I don’t believe in absolutes really.”  
Then he remembered, “ No I do 
believe in one absolute. The absolute 
o f class struggle.”
By Douglas Lummis
Tokyo is a city that lives on illu­
sion. Everywhere there are symbols 
o f prosperity, images o f the good 
life. There are spectacular office 
buildings, bright flashing lights, and 
countless advertisement posters of 
cool slender women playing in spac­
ious green gardens. And there is that 
magic gateway to the world o f fan­
tasy, television.
One survives in Tokyo by fixing 
one’s attention more on the illusion 
than on the reality. If the bright 
lights were turned o ff, the advertise­
ments torn down, and the TV stat­
ions silenced, the citizens o f Tokyo 
would find themselves in a polluted, 
bleak, nasty, frantic dungeon o f a 
city. One cannot imagine that they 
would put up with it for three, days.
For the most part however, the 
illusion holds and the city survives. 
Only occasionally is; it punctured and 
a taste o f reality let through. An ex­
ample is the piano murders.
On August 30 this year a woman 
and her two daughters were found 
stabbed to death in their housing 
project apartment. The murderer 
turned himself in three days later; he 
was the man upstairs. He told the 
police that the three were always 
playing the piano, and he couldn’t 
stand the noise. He had asked them 
many times to stop, but they would­
n’t. So finally, apparently in a fren­
zy, he went downstairs and silenced 
them all with a knife.
This macabre story would have 
no wider significance if it had ended 
there. However letters began to pour 
in to the newspapers and radio stâ  
tions from Tokyo residents who ex­
pressed sympathy with the killer and 
complained about the noise in their 
own apartments. These people were 
not insensitive to the horror o f the 
murder*. What they were saying was 
that they could understand well how 
Tokyo living could drive an ordinary 
person into a desperate and helpless 
fury. The Piano Murders came to 
symbolise the repressed rage and 
frustration that underlies the illusory 
“ economic miracle” .
Japan’s ultra-fast . development 
has of course had real benefits. Most 
people have good clothes, enough to 
eat, and many “ conveniences” . At 
the same time Kqwever, it has sys­
tematically destroyed the human 
setting within which these material 
advantages would have to be housed 
in order to produce a livable society. 
For example it has transformed To­
kyo from a richly cultured metropo­
lis into a neurotic scramble.
The typical Tokyo family apart­
ment has two rooms, totalling per­
haps 18 square metres. The kitchen 
is a tiny alcove with just enough 
room for one person to stand. It is 
usually dark and always infested 
with cockroaches.
From the outside these apartments 
look vaguely like old army barracks. 
The larger ferro-concrete housing 
projects tend to look more like con­
centration camps.
Rent for one o f these cells will be 
around 35,000 yen, or $117, a 
month.
Each apartment will be chock 
full o f consumer goods, sometimes 
stacked up to the ceiling. It is 
characteristic o f the imbalance o f 
Japan’s “ economic miracle”  that its 
benefits for the average citizen tend 
to take the form not o f concrete im­
provements in living conditions but 
rather o f distractions away from' 
those conditions. Thus the apartment 
will be full o f  ornaments and gad­
gets. In addition it might possibly 
have a piano.
Nothing could be more symbolic 
o f the bitter contradiction between- 
illusion and reality in this city, other 
than the fact that the piano has be­
come one o f its most popular status 
symbols. Other than, perhaps, the 
pipe organ and the steam calliope 
it is difficult to think o f a musical 
instrument less appropriate to a Tok­
yo apartment. It looms up towards 
the ceiling, eating up space, its great 
weight crushing the straw tatami mat 
beneath it. And its sound echoes 
through the thin walls and floors 
adding one more irritant to the lives 
o f the neighbours who live just a few 
metres away.
It is no surprise that the Piano 
Murders have released a rumble o f 
deep anger here. This anger will be 
wasted however, so long as people 
believe — as did the Piano Murderer 
— that the cause o f their misery is 
the person next door.
—New Asia News
Last issue o f Digger was made in a more frantic than usual 
manner, and there were several sad errors we would like to put right.
Firstly apologies to Sydney correspondent Jane Merkel, for 
mispelling her name on her story.
Next, Helen Garner, whose name appeared under a photo o f 
and above a story about June Engish. The woman in the photo 
was June Engish and Helen wrote‘ the story.
Then the captions under the two main figures in the Glebe land 
story, John Burke and Eddie Pielke, were unfortunately transposed.
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“ Tomorrow world — maybe next year, maybe tomorrow, maybe today 
some o f  these people will uprise in a violent way and wouldn't give a damn 
if somebody else blow their blooming heads o ff ,"  says Gurindji Bill Ryan.
by Virginia Fraser
As many as half o f  the Aborigin­
al children born in the Kimberly re­
gion o f Western Australia are suffer­
ing from incurable brain damage as a 
result o f protein deficiency and dis­
ease contracted by their mothers be­
fore their birth, according to inform­
ation presented at a Western Austral­
ian Council o f  Social Services seminar 
in Broome last month.
As one newspaper sagely observed: 
“ The massive injection o f federal 
funds into aid programmes has not 
yet touched on this problem to any 
great extent”  — in the Kimberleys or 
anywhere else in Australia.
Official reactions to this revelation 
varied. “ A serious problem”  agreed 
the Western Australian health mini­
ster Baxter, and went on to argue 
about the 50 percent figure.
The Vice-President o f the WA 
council o f  social services, Professor 
Jayasurlya, favoured investigation so 
that a “ proper policy”  could be form­
ulated.
And the federal minister for ed­
ucation, Kim Beazley , presented it 
as an “ educatiop”  problem, perhaps 
persuaded by the fact that many of 
the mothers o f brain damaged chil­
dren are as young as 13 or 14. His 
suggested solution was to have meals 
served in schools attended by Aborig­
inal children, creches provided in 
schools, and birth control advice.
The Kimberley region is an area 
about 600 miles wide reaching from 
the north-east o f Western Australia 
over the Northern Territory border.
It is bounded by the Indian Ocean on 
the east, the Timor Sea on the north, 
and the Great Northern Highway on 
the south.
It is mountainous and well wat­
ered — the Ord River is in the west 
Kimberleys — and is the traditional 
land o f some 30 living Aboriginal 
tribes. On the commonwealth govern­
ment’s pastoral map the area is cov­
ered with the neat little pink lines 
that mark the boundaries o f leases, 
including some o f the biggest in Aus­
tralia. The main industry is cattle, 
and apart from the ten square mile 
sit-down lease won by the Gurindji 
people at Wattie Creek from Ves- 
tey’s Wave Hill Station (after a walk- 
o ff  and an eight year struggle), it is all 
controlled by whites. Blacks are wage 
labourers on their own land, or pen­
sioners, or starving.
The last open white massacre of 
blacks in the Kimberleys was 1931. 
Today the governments, churches and 
pastoralists appear to be working on 
a policy o f developing terminal dep­
endence in Aboriginal communities.
i* * * *
Bill Ryan is about 40 now. His 
father was European, his mother 
Gurindji, and for being a half caste he
was brought up in an institution. He 
has been a Christian evangelist, and 
more recently a field officer for the 
Darwin Aboriginal Legal Service. He 
is now working in the Kimberleys as 
an Aboriginal liaison officer, based in 
Halls Creek at the request o f the 
people there.
About a month before the stories 
about brain damage appeared, he was 
in Melbourne with his wife, Marilyn, 
who is from Arnhem Land, and their 
son John, talking about the situation 
in the Kimberleys. He didn’t talk 
about educational, medical or wel­
fare solutions, but about land, for 
which the white pastoralists, govern­
ments, church and welfare organizat­
ions have exploited, institutionalized 
and systematically destroyed Aborig­
inal culture, society and people.
“ The early 30s was the last mass­
acre — in the Kimberleys — the legal 
killing o f Aboriginals in places they 
call the underworld, a place where 
you can get a bullet through your 
brain.
“ The white pastoralists and the 
policemen and the black trackers did 
the killing because the black fella was 
a menace to the pastoral leases be­
cause sometimes he might kill one 
bullock for the sake o f feeding famil-' 
ies. He didn’t kill for the sake o f kill­
ing, he killed to eat just like the black 
man always does. But the whites 
didn’t kill one, they wiped out the 
whole tribe.
“ You can’t talk against the Kim­
berley law. The Kimberley law is only 
made up on the spot. If a white says 
I own that piece o f land there and I 
say nobody passes that point here or 
I’ll blow their brains out — the police 
officer and any agency working with 
him honours that law, being white o f 
course; but a black man doesn’t a- 
bide by that. He tried to abide by the 
flexibility o f his own system, but he 
cannot do it. He’s actually a prison­
er in a system that’s foreign to him. 
This is,why Aboriginals in the area — 
right throughout Australia — are vic­
tims to the white culture.
“ The Kimberleys is actually a ut­
opia for a white man. It’s a place of 
prosperity, a land of milk and honey. 
The exploitation o f blacks is the 
greatest thing that goes on in the 
Kimberleys.
“ The ordinary grocery shop, the 
ordinary stores, bowsers, second hand 
dealers, they exploit the funds o f Ab­
origines in every way they possibly 
can. The police support it worst of 
all, because o f a complete lack o f un­
derstanding, because these people are 
white people and if Aborigines want 
to give their money away for a car 
that’s worth about $100 and they’ll 
give you $600 then take it by all 
means.
“ And that land, every inch o f  that 
land, is still ours.
“ There’s private enterprises there 
that own cattle stations. You fight 
one, you’re fighting the bloody lot. 
You’ve got Vestey’s, Hookers —
— and you’ve got the small cockies 
that journey in from these places. 
They’re not going to give the land 
back to the blacks. Why should they 
when they can exploit their labour?
“ There’s agricultural industry — 
they grow cotton there, one o f the 
biggest cotton industries in Australia 
is on the Ord. Kununurra is on the 
Ord and that Ord River is actually the 
Mirrawang tribal land. But they 
flooded the Ord way back to Argyle 
Downs, and they flooded not only 
their tribal land, but also a lot o f 
sacred land.
“ At Daly River (an Aboriginal re­
serve about 100 miles west along the 
coast from Darwin) their money was 
cut o ff — a government grant for 
community development — till the 
people screamed.
“ And half the money that is supp­
osed to be out for Aboriginal comm­
unity development has not even been 
spent yet. And why are they stalling 
these people? They are saying you 
don’t abide by our laws, we’re just 
going to let you phase out.
“ It’s no good talking to Canberra 
about it, because you’ve got to get an 
outside body to operate in that sys­
tem. Aboriginal people are not 
taught to communicate, handle a 
phone, talk to them. Because when 
they become effective, they become 
a danger to the capitalists, don’t they? 
The excuse the government’s going to 
give when the pressure’s put on them 
is your submission’s been delayed. 
Same as they did with the Wattie 
Creek people. At Wattie Creek the 
whole o f the money was cut off, the 
people were starving. And they are 
still trying there to get the people to 
toe the line and place them in the 
community at Wave Hill Settlement. 
They don’t want them to fight in­
dependently for their land.
“ And you see the Catholic church 
and the others have been in the east 
and west Kimberleys now since the 
early 20s. They haven’t even recog­
nized that there is a difference in cul­
ture. It hasn’t even come to consider 
that the Aboriginal people have a 
tradition as far back as the history of 
the world in this country. They 
haven’t even given that a thought.
“ But you go to a place like Lake 
Evella in the Arnhem Land. It would 
take your breath back to see how 
close, how beautiful the culture of 
our people really is where there’s no 
interference, where there’s no white 
settlement, where there’s no foreign 
environment. The culture o f our 
people is really beautiful.
“ Now here was a tribal people.
This tribe here didn’t want anyone to 
impose their society on them, but 
they have set up a place anyway here 
which is destroying the culture. I 
went into the school house and I said 
to the school teacher: ‘Can I have a 
look at your programme o f educat­
ion?’ Everything was the same as if 
you’d walk into a school herel
“ I said, ‘ Don’t you ever consider 
these people as being different to 
European society? That it’d be almost 
natural if you educated ’em — even if 
you educate ’em in the white man’s 
sense o f the way — if you educate 
’em to deal with the yams, their fish, 
with their natural lakes? Talk to ’em 
that line, educate ’em in that way’ .
“ He said: ‘Oh well, we’re waiting 
for the linguist group that’s in Dar­
win before we do anything about it’ .
“ But it’s that simple that the 
people could do that themselves in a 
natural way. This is their environ­
ment. But what they’re doing is sett­
ing up the same set up as they done in 
Yirrakala and every other place. 
They’re interfering with the struct­
ure o f the tribal group as it is. They 
could let that naturally, as it is, and 
they would have survived. In fact,
they would have survived better.
“ If you went into Arnhem Land 
today, you’ll find that no Aboriginal 
will pollute water. They’ll never 
touch it with detergent or soap.
White man he goes into it, he soaps 
up and makes a mess o f it.
“ You can still go down to a few 
areas in Arnhem Land where people 
still walk around naked. Sexuality, 
the difference in male and female is 
evident, the understanding o f it is 
there, but there’s no such thing as in 
this world where you get a girl and 
create her into some sort o f sexual 
garbage so everybody can look at her 
body and legs, thighs, her titties and 
all this. That sort o f thing is degrading 
and demoralizing, isn’t it?
“ And dancing tribally, men and 
women, without clothes, beautiful. 
Well, the white man exploited that, 
they took that as a sin. If they would 
have got out o f that idea that place 
would have been so natural now; it 
would still have been beautiful, like a 
garden o f Eden.
“ A couple o f years ago they asked 
me to talk on what we can do to get 
our girls to stand and parade as beauty 
queens. I said why should I want to 
do that? From the dirty old woman 
that’s ready to die, to the grubby 
little child that’s in that pub, to the 
middle class girl, why would we want 
to put an example o f our women folks 
on parade before somebody who’s 
going to say — ‘ Oh she’s, the best o f 
the twenty?’ Why do they do that?
“ And how do these other girls 
feel? Don’t they feel embarrassed, 
hurt? The importance o f the indiv­
idual’s feeling is really necessary. I’d 
never get any o f my girls, or any 
girls for that matter, to compete be­
cause to me they’re all beautiful.
“ In the black society, if she’s your 
woman, she’s your woman that’s all 
there is to it.
sic sfc , sfc sfc
“ From 1956 I worked as an evan­
gelist in Dajarra, in Mount Isa , in 
Charleville. That’s what I was work­
ing at when I found myself really fin­
ding out that we’re not dealing with 
the problem at all. We were trying to 
force people into a sort o f standard 
the authorities wanted themselves; 
and then they believed in total assim­
ilation.
“ The Catholic church is the main
church doing this damage. The other 
churches at least they’re giving a bit 
o f consideration, but they’re all 
patterned to the white way o f think­
ing that they feel that if they get Ab­
original kids and got them to live off 
a competitive sort o f society, think­
ing that way at an early stage, then 
they can make their way successfully 
in time to come.
“ But they’re making a fortune out 
o f it. They get $1000 per head (paid 
by the W.A. government) for every . 
Aboriginal person living in a church 
or welfare institution and I don’t 
know what other subsidies they get 
beside, as far as clothes, maintenance 
and so on.
“ I was talking to Shaddelly — Mr. 
Shaddelly, I don’t know his other 
name, I’ve never been exposed to it 
— who owns one o f these places, 
about a little boy, a cousin o f mine 
in fact.
“ I said, ‘That child should be 
stopping with his relatives, not in 
your institution’ .
“ He said to me, ‘ Do you mean to 
say that on Christian principles — and 
you class yourself as a Christian — 
you would allow this child to go and 
live in that dirty filthy environment 
where they gamble and they drink and 
do everything under the sun that goes 
against the grain o f righteousness?’
“ Now this is how the religious 
people think — he’s Australian Un­
ited Inland Mission — that they have 
no right to live in the community, 
even though that’s their relations.
They don’t feel that it is our duty to 
understand the problem o f our 
people. You get the point? They’re 
destroying us all the way through.
“ Shaddellyis also creating a sort 
o f an institution. He’s got about 48 
people on his place. There is also a 
tribal group about a quarter o f a mile 
away. That is the natural Aboriginal 
community. Now he’s telling those 
people there ‘ Oh, because o f the 
fights and the arguments that get on 
in the Aboriginal community, you 
come over here and we’ll see that no­
body comes into the yard to interfere 
with you because we’ll put them 
straight out’.
“ He’s made himself available to 
th^se people and telling them they’d 
be building little cottages here in 
place o f tents. And what they’re 
building is something similar to the 
Aboriginal way o f living. They’ve 
caught onto the gimmick o f it you’re
going to catch fish you’ve got to use 
the right type o f  bait. And they’re 
really catching these people. They’ve 
already put fireplaces outside so that 
they can have an open fire.
“ He’s very successful too. A lot o f 
my aunties and cousins are there every 
time they go into town. And he’s 
drawn part o f the people back into 
his own enclosure in this sort o f false 
security.
“ When he goes for the grant the 
following year he says.‘I’ve got an 
institution here, I’ve got Aboriginal 
kids here, their mothers can’t look 
after them, and I’ve got adults here in 
my own backyard which I’m looking 
after. They feel insecure with their 
own tribal group and yet they’re stop­
ping with us and we just haven’t got 
the money to support them.
“ And o f course the social welfare, 
they give ’em these grants.
“ Now listen, wouldn’t this be more 
logical than having Shaddelly? If 
there’s a white person says to the tri­
bal elder on the reserve ‘We’re going 
to put a few houses in there, or a few 
caravans and all these kids we get 
from round here — we’ll put in there. 
But yourself and the elderly people 
are here to look after them and if they 
want clothes or something we’re 
going to keep a girl here or a man here 
to make sure they get clothing, get 
fed, get tubbed. You also have a car 
and you can take these kids to school 
if they want to in the morning. Now 
wouldn’t that be more logical?
“ And also, at four o ’clock they’re 
not just going to go straight to bed. 
They’ll be walking around there pretty 
freely in their leisure, be talking to 
the elders and hearing the voices o f 
their own language. They’d be under 
the same sort o f influence they would 
be in a one or two hundred mile rad­
ius o f Kununurra — the same sort o f 
tribally speaking people. The dialect 
might differ a little but they still un­
derstand it.
“ Even if they do six hours school­
ing in the state school or the catholic 
school, the rest o f their time is spent 
in their own system o f living. This is 
where you cut the person when he 
grows up he grows up being aware of 
what he is, and who he is. A soYt o f 
identification. This is what gives a 
man a sort o f character. This is what 
you are.
“ But if I got that black kid when 
he was three years old and put him in 
with you and your husband and your
two or three children he listens, grow­
ing up the way you talk, your tele­
vision, the wdy you sleep in your bed 
in clean sheets at night, your way o f 
life, your petting him and that. Then 
they go back to their old mummy 
here who’s maybe sleeping beside 
the fire, half a dozen dogs here fight­
ing to get that bit o f meat on the 
table — now to him you’ve already 
done the damage — he cannot really 
survive in that sort o f environment.
It makes him sick, you get the point?
“ The Fork Creek Aboriginal people 
— the old people — have been taken 
away from their younger people and 
put by theirself away from a nat­
ural river here at Ivanhoe and put 
right beside the road. (Ivanhoe is a 
pastoral lease adjacent on the west to 
Kununurra.) That’s how much cheek 
the Western Australian government 
has got. It’s just as rotten as the 
Queensland government.
“ That’s breaking the community 
role o f the tribal group, you get that? 
It keeps that person weak and the 
young people, young Aboriginals — 
cannot live with them. The white 
people used to live in the same sys­
tem — you used to look after your 
fathers and aunties and uncles till 
they died. Well, we used to do that 
too. But what they’ve done there, 
they’ve placed those people by them­
selves and made them almost helpless.
The welfare officer who was there 
at Kununmurra she’s a 'white girl, 
her name is Jesse Burrige, she fought 
against this system to beat this bloody 
thing. But when the government 
found out about this, they asked for 
her removal. They didn’ t want whites 
supporting independence for the 
people.
“ They couldn’t remove her, being 
in the public service and working in 
the interests o f the people, but what 
they wanted to transfer her to Kal- 
goorlie (about 2000 miles south).
“ But she said I’m not taking this 
transfer, so she resigned. She said 
‘I’m staying here to fight with the 
aboriginal people to make sure 
they’re getting what they want.’ And 
that is....3andrights.
“ Kununurra is placed on the real 
tribal setting o f the Mirrawan tribe. 
Now that has not only damaged 
hundreds o f acres o f very sacred 
tribal land, but they’ve really taken 
the rights o f their leadership and 
they’ve given them nothing. Yet I 
feel personally that the government 
should compensate them tribal lead­
ers and their fathers and their fathers 
before them, they’re the kings o f 
that domain.
“ But see they’re compensating 
Vestey’s for Wave Hill. They’re 
doing that because the Wattie Creek 
people set themselves up there and 
Vestey’s said that they were exploit­
ing the pastoral lease o f  Vestey’ s 
enterprises. You get it? They were ¡t 
compensating Vestey’s because the 
Gurindji’s who belong to the country, 
were exploiting the Vestey’s enterp- . 
rises. A Vestey’s bloke named Len 
Hill claimed this was a parity with 
the loss o f the Gurindji’s resettlement 
in that area. Now don’t you reckon 
that’s a stupid thing to look at?
“ I was in Mataranka one time and 
I was listening to a broadcast that 
this black capitalist put over one 
time, and they asked him, ‘ One o f 
the major things in the Territory 
would be land rights for Aboriginal 
people.’ They said, ‘ Do you agree 
with that?’
“ He won a lot o f money gamb­
ling and bought some land — and 
this is how contradictory the guy is — 
he said, ‘No, if they want land 
they’ve got to work very hard like 
myself.’
“ And yet I was working in that 
community for four years and know 
how much fun he had with the gov­
ernment to provide even that land 
that he has, had to depend on com­
munity welfare with funds to keep it 
going. He didn’t even know how to 
look after cattle, and he’s saying 
himself to the Aboriginal people, if 
they want land they got to buy it.
“ See this gimmick works all the 
time. Yet the Aboriginal people like 
myself, they don’t want no part o f 
that, what they want is Argyle 
Downs — the Mirrawang tribal land.
“ And once they get to under­
stand, they can fight. It’s a matter o f 
getting up and saying, ‘ Ok you guys, 
this is our land so get o ff it. I don’t 
want to see you any more.’ Ju^t 
like that. ‘ It was our uncles’ and our 
fathers’ and our grandfathers’ land, 
and if you want this land back, you 
shoot us. Otherwise get off, because 
we’re not going to move from here.’
“ See this is what I stated the 
other day about a mass walk-off.
This is in the making already. The 
stations in the Kimberleys depend on 
black labour — black women for 
their cleaning, to do washing and for 
the recreation o f the jackaroos, the 
.white stockmen. They depend on 
that labour, and so without black 
labour you can actually close up that 
damn industry.
“ And what to say in return, what 
we’re telling them is, ‘When you‘re 
approached by a social welfare de­
partment, Aboriginal affairs depart­
ment, police department, you say to 
them:.We’re not moving back, we’re 
not working for a white man any 
more. We’re staying right here, and 
if we go back to a station we’re go­
ing back to our own station where 
we work it ourselves.’ ”
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Surgery to change peoples heads.
The goal should be control over aberrant, 
antisocial and inappropriate behaviour
With the patient in sitting position, Dr George A. Zazanis, 
neurosurgeon, attaches stereoencephalotome to scews in 
patient's skull.
by Phillip Frazer
Some doctors believe that, by cut­
ting or killing parts o f other people's 
brains, they can change those 
people’s emotional lives for the better.
These are the proponents o f psy­
chosurgery, as they call it. They are 
doing their operations in many coun­
tries including Australia. Most o f the 
250 to 300 brain operations done for 
this purpose in Australia have been 
done in Sydney, and more than half 
have been done on referral by Harry 
Bailey. Bailey is a McQuarie Street psy­
chiatrist and is director o f  the Depar­
tment o f Gynaecological Psychiatry 
at Crown Street Women’s Hospital.
Psychosurgeons are nervous that 
some people will see in their work a 
Clockwork Orange style personality 
control. Harry Bailey may be nervous 
o f  critics, but he himself has said that 
the advantage to someone who has 
part o f  their brain knifed is that they 
“ will be more adaptive and flexible 
in dealing with a complex and chang­
ing environment” . (The Medical Jour­
nal o f  Australia, August 25, 1973.)
He didn’t say what was complex or 
changing about what environment, but 
then Bailey and his associates share 
an unusual inability to conceive o f 
people and their real lives in terms 
other than as patients with symptoms 
today that should be changed by to­
morrow, with whatever tools achieve 
that goal.
In the same article, Bailey and ass­
ociates give one other clue to what­
ever thinking they do do about the 
broader aims o f their work: “ The goal 
should be...better control over affect­
ive illness and its associated aberrant, 
antisocial and inappropriate behav­
iour.”
Bailey’s method o f controlling “ ab­
errant, antisocial and inappropriate 
behaviour”  is to perform cingulotrac- 
totomy. The anterior cingulate gyri o f 
the brain are exposed by cutting 
through the skull and parting the cor­
tex, then cuts o f 1.5cm are made in 
the gyri. The wound is covered over 
and the patient goes back to the psych 
ward.
The “ affective illnesses”  Bailey and 
others prescribe this surgery for are 
hard to pin down. Bailey et.al. list 
“ the tank order o f suitability for op­
eration”  as follows:
1. Manic-depressive illness;
2. disabling, chronic anxiety-depress­
ive states;
3. severe phobic anxiety...where dep­
ression is an accompaniment;
4. obsessive-compulsive or obsessive- 
ruminative illness...
5. Behaviour disorders characterized 
by a repetitive compulsive (and 
usually antisocial) component;
6. schizoaffective illness...
This last one again uses the wrod
“ affective”  to mean depressive. Most 
schizophrenics are not eligible, al­
though they were popular subjects for 
lobotomy in the first craze o f brain 
chopping. Between 1935 and the late 
fifties, 70,000 to 100,000 Americans 
and Britons had their frontal lobes 
chopped turning them into apath­
etic asocial and irresponsible people.
Bailey is Australia’s front-running 
champion o f the new, improved brain 
surgery. The improvement is said to 
be in the exactitude o f their tech­
nique. They can isolate smaller parts 
o f the brain and they claim to know 
more about what goes on in each part
One breakthrough was the invent­
ion o f a way o f pinpointing where 
each part o f an individual brain is, 
without having to cut through brain 
tissue to find the bit you’re looking 
for. This is called stereotaxic brain 
surgery. Once the surgeon has found 
the target, a wire electrode is inserted 
into the skull to the area the psych­
iatrist thinks is causing the emotional 
problem. Then the psychiatrist and 
the suigeon can do one o f three things 
with the electrode. They can record 
electrical activity in the brain, look­
ing for abnormalities, They can send a 
small current into the target and see 
what behaviour that produces in the 
victim, and if it produces the unwan­
ted behaviour, they can send in a lar­
ger current and fry that tissue into 
oblivion.
One sophistication is to place sev­
eral electrodes in a person’s brain and 
leave them there. The person then 
goes back to life in the ward while 
some other person monitors what el­
ectrical activity is happening at those 
points o f the bugged brain, and can 
send unannounced bursts o f current 
through to see what that makes the 
patient do. The doctors, controllers, 
arbiters o f inappropriate behaviour 
that they are, then decide which bits 
to fry, freeze or excise.
Most say it’s a last resort, that they 
do it to a person only after they’ve 
done a whole lot o f other things to 
that person without achieving satisfac 
tion. Dr. Cunningham Dax, formerly 
Chairperson o f Victoria’s Mental 
Health Authority and no\y Chairper­
son o f the Tasmanian Authority, is 
one proponent o f surgery as first opt­
ion in some cases.
And they all say they get permiss­
ion from the patient first, except for 
one case Bailey mentions, a 38 year 
old doctor who was depressed and 
paranoid. “ He was unable to make up 
his mind Whether or not to have the 
operation because o f his protension.”  
He had it, and we are left to presume 
someone made his mind up for him. 
Psychology Today (May 1974) quotes 
an American engineer who was supp­
osedly under the delusion that his 
wife and his neighbour were in love,
which made him depressed and para­
noid. Surgeons put electrodes in his 
brain and noted he stopped violently 
objecting to having brain tissue 
destroyed when they stimulated the 
right spot. So they destroyed the area 
that they associated with his violence. 
He still objects, retrospectively, to 
having had his amygdala cut, and his 
wife and the neighbour married while 
he was in hospital.
The amygdala are the most popular 
targets o f the psychosurgeons. They 
are two almond-shaped areas o f the 
brain, deeper and nearer the ears than 
the cingulate gyri. Like the cingulate 
gyri, they are part o f the limbic sys­
tem o f the brain: The limbic system 
is usually described as being that part 
o f the nervous system concerned with 
mediating between gut responses and 
the more conscious sensation and per­
ception activities o f the human brain. 
Descriptions are vague, because there 
are these frustrating barriers to exper­
imentation when it comes to human 
brain function. Psychosurgeons ad­
vance in their trade when they get to 
do some experimenting, like when 
they perform pre-surgical tests with 
electrodes and when they operate.
There are almost no attempts to 
control these operations. Only one 
state o f the USA has any law on the 
subject, and in Australia, all that’s 
been done is that the NSW Minister of 
Justice, Maddison, recently ordered 
that no prisoner or, scheduled mental 
patient be operated on. These are in­
voluntary patients, in that control o f 
their destiny has been assumed by 
Maddison in the name o f the state. 
Maddison issued the ban after ABC 
television informed him that two Sy­
dney prisoners had been amygdaloto- 
mized with approval from the “ Psycho 
surgery Committee” , a body meant 
to approve involuntary patient oper­
ations. The Committee is headed by 
Prof. L.G.Kiloh, from the University 
o f NSW, who is a leading propagan­
dist for psychosurgery.
Last month the Health Commiss­
ion sponsored a conference on psycho 
surgery at Sydney’s Neuropsychiatrie 
Institute at Callan Park Hosptial. The 
symposium was addressed by a barage 
o f men (14.o f them, no women), mosi 
o f whom are academics working in 
psychiatry or related subjects. Two 
were expert psychosurgeons brought 
from overseas to pass on their latest 
techniques.
The program for the symposium 
said: “ ...there is a pressing need to in­
form not only the medical and legal 
professions but governments and the 
public o f (psychosurgery’s) indicat­
ions, efficacy and limitations.”  Tick­
ets to the conference were $30 each 
for two days. It was not advertized 
to the public. Harry Bailey wasn’t in­
vited either. Robin Winkler, a psycho­
logist from the UNSW who was in­
vited, reckons that the Neuropsych­
iatrie Institute didn’ t want Bailey un­
der their roof because he’s too free 
and easy with his operations. The In­
stitute, which ran the conference, 
does most o f the operations that Bail­
ey doesn’t. They prepare more de­
tailed information on their victims 
and are scared that people like Bailey 
working in private practice and there­
fore under no controls, could perpet­
uate the bad image the whole busi­
ness has.
Winkler believes the Institute in­
vited him as a token radical (he was 
originally asked to speak on “ attit­
udes o f liberation movements to psy­
chosurgery” ) who might dump a 
bucket on Bailey and leave them look­
ing responsible. Winkler, in fact, took , 
the view that the brain operation is * 
here to stay and that complicated 
controls were the only hope. He 
wants a committee made up o f neur­
ologists and behavioural scientists, 
both o f whom have their own plans 
for dépressives and would be antag­
onistic to the surgeons, a lawyer from 
Civil Liberties who would presumably 
also be hard to convince, and mem­
bers o f the general public.
Winkler believes a law to outlaw 
the whole practice o f changing be­
haviour by brain surgery wouldn’t 
work. He says tying cases up in review 
committees, or threatening legal act­
ion for damages on behalf o f victims 
are the best available brakes.
But Winkler, like his colleagues, 
doesn’t often stop to see the forest 
beyond the trees. Our discussion o f 
the morals o f the thing was not easy 
for him, he hadn’t run it through his 
head too rigorously before, he said.
There aren’t many doctors who 
worry about the utter alienation that 
exists between them and the patients.
There are few who have diagnosed 
their own obsession with treating sy­
mptoms or inventing cures that just 
alter the symptoms. Mostly they shun 
• the social, cultural and political 
causes. They are someone else’s 
problem, or they are regarded as in­
evitabilities or illusions.
Many doctors believe themselves 
to be humane, to have doubts. They ; 
read Laing, theyfve gin open mind on 
'acupuncture. But amongst these pro­
gressives there’s an acute sensitivity 
to political critique o f their role, their 
class base, their power. Scratch one o f  
these sympathetic doctors and you’ll 
find a backlash. They stay quiet for a 
time then they come in a rush, defend­
ing the messianic assumption o f their 
associates by telling you o f the indiv­
iduals they have encountered who 
came begging for relief and who came 
back after treatment, proclaiming 
their relief. They know because they 
have been there. They know because 
they’ve done six years to learn it.
Winkler is hot beyond self-doubt, 
but he has few doubts about psycho­
surgery. He reckons it doesn’ t work 
and that Bailey and the Callan Park 
Institute are hooked on self-delusion 
and lost to self-doubt.
When Bailey once told him he 
should talk to some o f Bailey’s 
“ cured” patients to see that they were 
glad they had been operated on, Wink­
ler replied, “ When you get your 
brain cut up you’ve got to say it wor­
ked or you got your brain cut up for 
nothing” . He also rejects Bailey’s 
claims to success on the grounds that 
he hasn’t provided full backgrounds 
on the victims, follow-ups have only 
been detailed on about one third o f  
those operated on, and o f those the 
average period o f follow-up is only 
two months, and that the claimed 
improvements are not conclusively re­
lated to the operations themselves. If 
you torment someone enough, they 
tend to behave as their tormentor 
wants. Last century, one man claimed 
a cure rate like Bailey’s from pulling 
all the teeth o f ‘ mad’ people.
On the other Australian psycho­
surgery victims, those worked on by 
Kiloh and the Callan Park Institute, 
Winkler has done one detailed check 
on one case, and that has hardened his 
opposition to the technique. Psycho­
surgery is the most dramatic treat­
ment in the arsenel o f psychiatrists 
and neurosurgeons. It ’s a last resort, 
in their terms, because it’s irreversible. 
Brain tissue, once cut or, burned or 
frozen, doesn’t grow back. There are 
many other irreversible things done 
to people in hospitals. Increasingly 
thé damage is done in homes because 
the psychiatrists have realized what 
hopsitals do to make people depressed 
dependent and hopeless. (They call it 
institutional neurosis.) And the hos­
pitals and their administrators have 
realized how expensive it is to keep 
people locked away, when they could 
be kept drugged, at home instead.
Somewhere way beyond Winkler’s 
review committee and legal retaliat­
ion is a way o f doing things where 
there aren’t mental patients, and 
where nie
. where neither patient or doctor is 
compelled to play their assigned role. 
Doctors aren’t motivated to look for 
that place and time — they have more 
invested in maintaining the status quo. 
Patients who refuse to be victims can 
break the chain if they are capable o f 
demanding to know, and if they can 
triumph over the paranoid doctors 
who believe they will be undermined 
if they reveal what their language 
means, what their assumptions about 
the other person arè, and what their 
ulterior aims might be. The profession 
that believes there is a conspiracy a- 
foot to debunk its secrets is mystified 
and misanthropic.
Meanwhile the victims will con­
tinue to be (in rank order, as they 
say): women, whose roles are that 
much more depressing, putting many 
more o f them than men in mental 
hopsitals; sexual nonconformists like 
homosexuals who are called “ sexually 
immature”  by psychiatrists; children, 
who get least chance to be even equal 
partners in deciding their destiny; 
prisoners, and people awaiting trial 
who get offers o f  clemency if they 
agree to treatment; and the scheduled 
mental patients, whose lives have al­
ready been colonized by bureaucrats.
Most publicized o f these victims 
are the prisoners. They get most men­
tions not only from" outraged human­
itarians, but also from the propon­
ents o f  brain alteration. Their case- 
study-for-public-consumption is the 
violent psychotic, the zomboid hulk 
who, poor soul that he fs, unable to 
control his tormented brain, will 
come exploding through the ̂ bedroom 
wall one night and tear your frail 
somnabulent body to grissly pieces in 
seconds, unless he’s saved by the knife.
But he’s not the person they’re 
doing it to.
Of Bailey’s 150 victims, the 150 
he has written about in the AMA jour­
nal, 84 were women and 66 men. Age 
ranges were from 17 to 62 for the 
men, and 15 to 67 for the women.
At the symposium last month in 
Sydney, organizers distributed a stat­
istical summary o f victims and results 
o f psychosurgery, over the years, 
worldwide.
Of 10,365 people operated on in 
the period 1942 to 1954, 40% were 
males...and I put it that way because 
every time the Sydney doctors’ sum­
mary sheets give breakdown by sex, 
all they do is give the percentage o f 
males. The word ‘ female’ does not 
appear once in the seven pages o f 
charts; “ % males”  appears six times 
and the reader is left to subract the 
male percentage from 100 to discover 
the female percentage. In the period 
1960 to 197 3, according to the sym­
posium’s figures, 1,241 out o f 1,773 
cases documented were women. That 
is “ 30% male”  in their terms.
Bailey gives eight case histories in 
his AüstrütiànMèdicàtJqùrhal article, 
six o f which are men. Of one o f the 
two women who make it in his self- 
testamonial, he quotes one “ 26-year- 
old housewife”  as having said: “ I’ve 
got nothing to live for.”  The other is 
an 18-year-old nurse who went suic­
idal after a short time training under 
the doctors o f an unnamed Sydney 
hopsital. “ Following operation she 
was calm and pleasant” , reads the re­
port, “ showing no sign o f  thought dis­
order or depression. She returned to 
nursing training at a teaching hospital 
where she is happy and coping satis­
factorily...
Trials for Indonesian regime
by Peter Britton
A new series o f political trials has 
begun in Indonesia. The trials are o f 
people arrested after student demon­
strations against Japanese Prime Min­
ister Tanaka in January this year. The 
government wants the demonstrat­
ions, the riots and the repressive aft­
ermath to live on in Indonesian pol­
itical memory.
About 850 people were arrested 
after the riots in which 11 people 
were killed and over 300 hospitalized. 
(See Digger, No.27.) Most were re­
leased in the space o f a couple o f 
weeks, but at least 50 are still im­
prisoned and awaiting trial. Others 
have been arrested since in a new 
wave o f jailings. They include some 
o f Indonesia’s best known civil lib­
ertarians, lawyers, critics and acad­
emics.
Other prominent intellectuals 
have been asked not to leave the coun­
try. Student organizations cannot get 
permission to hold public meetings. 
The press has been strangled. Eleven 
weeklies and dailies have recently 
been banned, permanently. Editorial 
staff o f  the banned papers cannot get 
work on the remaining papers. Not 
only do they need a certificate to 
prove non-involvement in the Septem­
ber 30 Affair (o f 1965) but also a 
certificate to prove non-involvement 
in the January 15 Affair (the riots 
earlier this year).
What led up the January 15 Aff­
air is still hard to figure. The imm­
ediate loser was General Sumitro. At 
the end o f last year he suggested to 
students that the time had come for 
more open government. Then in Jan­
uary, he was removed from his post as 
Chief o f the Command for the Res­
toration o f Security and Order 
(KOPKAMTIB).
Sutopo Juwono, another major 
actor, formerly head o f BAKIN (a 
central intelligence organization) was 
ambassadored o ff  to Holland. So that 
left General All Murtopo. It seemed 
as if this arch manipulator, boss o f a 
vast imperial intelligence outtit called 
Special Operations (OPSUS) had won 
the day. He rushed to lay the blame 
for January’s riots squarely on former 
members o f the PSI (Socialist Party) 
and Masjumi (modernist Moslem par­
ty), parties banned by Sukarno in 
1960. Why, he asked, were these 
people always trying to work against 
the state, to bring down the govern­
ment, to discredit our principles?
These two parties, though long 
banned, have still acted as a consc­
ience to the technocrats who threw in 
their lot with the Suharto regime, 
and as a social base, often a moderat­
ing one, for the student movement.
The trials now beginning appear to 
be putting Ali Murtopo’s interpretat­
ion o f January 15 to the test. His in­
terpretation has been repeated since 
January as the official government 
line, but it hasn’ t persuaded every­
one. As the trial proceeds there are 
more and more suggestions that Ali 
Murtopo had an active role in the ev­
ents leading up to the riots.
The detainees have all been in the 
hands o f KOPKAMTIB. The business 
o f prosecution was handed over to 
the Attorney General, Ali Said. He 
announced that Hariman Siregar, 
Chairperson o f the Students’ Council 
o f the University o f Indonesia would 
be the first to go on trial.
Hariman Siregar, 24 year old med­
ical student, was probably as surprised 
as any that he should be the first to 
be brought to trial. He is the most pol 
itically inexperienced o f the major 
names on trial. If the case against him 
doesn’t stick, then one wonders how
the government can handle the other 
more experienced detainees.
Hariman Siregar had no chance be­
fore the trial to meet his defence law­
yers who were appointed for him by 
the Rector o f the University o f In­
donesia, and they succeeded in get­
ting a two week adjournment when 
the trial began on the first o f August. 
They are amongst the best lawyers 
in the country not in jail. The fruits 
o f six months o f interrogation ive 
have been made available to the pros­
ecution, but not to the defence. The 
prosecution and the judges have ready 
access to tapes o f the trial as it pro­
ceeds; the defence has been forbidden 
to bring a tape recorder into the court 
room. Most o f the prosecution’s wit­
nesses are in jail and inaccessible to 
the defence.
So for the defence and for Hariman 
Siregar it is an uphill job. He has been 
charged with subversion under a 1963 
law which offers a broad definition o f 
subversion and carries the death pen­
alty.
In April, the Jakarta Command 
held exercizes on a massive scale. The 
scenario was dealing with a “ mass of 
demonstrators supported by armed 
elements” . Again, two days before 
the trial was to begin, there was an 
awesome display by heavily armed 
troops and armoured vehicles o f tac­
tics for dealing with demonstrations 
and riots. The display raged through­
out Jakarta for six and a half hours; 
enough to dissuade people from too 
militant a show of solidarity.
Nonetheless, on the first o f Aug­
ust, the court was surrounded by 
thousands o f supporters.
Ten o f the main witnesses against 
Siregar are former members o f the 
Student Council o f the University of 
Indonesia, who moved a motion o f no 
confidence in Siregar last December.
They lost and were expelled from the 
Council. One o f this group which has 
become known as “ the ten fungsion- 
aris”  has admitted that the group met 
at the house o f Lieutenant Colonel 
Utomo, an adjutant o f Ali Murtopo.
It is now generally known that the 
ten are paid employees o f Ali Mur­
topo#
The decision to try Hariman Sir­
egar first could well be an attempt by 
the Attorney General to discredit Ali 
Murtopo. It is plain that in fact Har­
iman Siregar was a moderating in­
fluence, shifting a rally from the very 
central Merdeka Square to the Trisakti 
University on the outskirts o f the 
city, where most o f the students were 
gathered when the riots really got un­
derway.
Hariman Siregar’s fate could well- 
depend on how pro- and anti-Ali Mur­
topo forces shape up in the trial per­
iod.
The PSI is now smashed, but al­
most the whole o f the urban intell­
igentsia has turned against the gov­
ernment. And within the army, there 
is more open opposition to the gov­
ernment than ever before, especially 
among the group o f officers regarded 
as followers o f the deposed General 
Sumitro, who hold influential posit­
ions in the Department o f Defence.
But there is another factor which 
is new to New Order Indonesia. That 
is ,the consolidation o f a radical con­
sciousness among young people, esp­
ecially students, first demonstrated 
last January. The alliance between the 
army and the students which brought 
down Sukarno has now been shatter­
ed, probably once and for all. Student 
politicians who only a couple o f years 
ago were prepared to cooperate with 
some sections o f the military to take 
advantage o f the opportunity to be 
critical and be heard, have found 
themselves imprisoned. Many are 
now recognizing that their politics 
must be underground, that they 
must now be prepared to work with 
political groups who are underground. 
But the army knows that too.
Feminism.. .socialism.
Jackie or her gardener — which way forward ?
Hawkes
680 women from all over Aust­
ralia came together to air their 
thoughts and opinions at wha’. was a 
sometimes satisfying, sometimes frus­
trating National Women’s Conference 
on Feminism and Socialism held in 
Melbourne on October 5-6.
Even though it didn’t get very far 
in developing a theoretical discussion,
(one question raised was whether one 
should support Jacqueline Onassis — 
a bourgeois woman, or her garden- - 
er — a male worker, goodness me!), 
the conference did provide the basis 
for nationally coordinated actions to 
take place around areas such as wo­
men and unemployment, women and 
psychiatry, and sexism in education.
And it was a nice place to be; the 
atmosphere was electric in a very 
pleasant way. A lot o f women 
thought the women’s dance was the 
most uninhibited good time they’d 
had at a dance . . .  even at the whole 
conference.
Follow-up conferences are being 
planned in different states.
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TH E D IG G E R  N ovem ber
the
cyclist is the  
m ost efficient
o f all th e
travelling animals
W H A T  IT ’S  A B O U T
It should  be clear that this is not going to be just another article 
about using bicycles on the existing road system or special tracks 
for recreational bicycling or the piecemeal b locking off o f resident­
ial streets. I t ’s about using the bicycle to make public transport 
work, and restructuring the road system so that it will allow for 
the w ithering away of our present over-reliance upon the m otor 
car. I t ’s about planning for the future so that we d on ’t get more of 
what we have already got, but som ething that is more enjoyable, 
healthier and less violent than what we have now. I t ’s about a 
planning system that, with a little effort, can be used by local 
groups to subm it plans to government for im proving their own 
areas.
A N  A C C E P T A B L E  F O R M  
O F  S O C IA L  V IO L E N C E
According to a report in the 
World Health Organization 
Chronicle July/August 1973, road 
accidents continue to rise 
throughout the world each year.
In 1972, 250,000 were killed and 
10 million injured. Over 50% of 
those who died were drunken 
drivers or pedestrians. The costs of 
these accidents ran into thousands 
of billions o f dollars. Within the 
Melbourne region, the costs are in 
the order o f $200 million 
per year and include loss o f time, 
medical costs and vehicle repairs.
The MMBW (Melbourne and Metro­
politan Board o f Works, a statutory 
body concerned with, among other 
things, sewerage, zoning and roads) 
predicts that 50,000 more cars are 
added to the roads every year — >■ 
why does it not predict the number 
o f accidents they will produce?
My viewpoint is that one o f the 
best ways o f measuring the degree 
of civilization that a society has 
reached is to look at how much 
effort it spends to reduce human 
suffering and death. At present, 
life seems very cheap in some 
quarters.
A C C ID E N T  F A C T S  -  U.S.A.
Let us first o f all establish a 
few facts built into my letter.
The double sided bar above gives 
facts and figures about passenger 
transport, its safety record, energy 
usage, pollution levels and effects 
o f 20 years of freeway building in 
the U.S.A.
As the U.S.A. is 15 years ahead 
of Australia in its road building 
and geographically more similar to 
Australia than Europe,' I have 
used American safety data figures 
to give an idea o f how safe a fut­
ure Australian freeway-based sys­
tem would be.
O U R  O V E R L O R D S
The groups who do the planning 
that the government acts upon are 
principally the MMBW and the 
CRB (Country Roads Board). Their 
freeway oriented engineers and plan­
ners are the power behind the 
throne, and listening to them talk at 
professional meetings one gets the 
idea that the cutting back o f the 
freeway programme is purely tem­
porary. The only thing that is stop­
ping them is not the state govern­
ment, but the tight control of fed­
eral funds by the Minister for Tran­
sport, Mr. Jones.
They pay lip service to the idea 
of promoting public transport and 
privately ridicule the idea that a 
public transport system could ever 
replace the car as a universal sys­
tem for travelling to work and
doing a lot o f other things that are 
now done by car. Yet until we 
have this kind o f public transport 
death will be a constant compan­
ion on the roads.
They have no solution, but wait 
for the grand technical solution 
provided by some super mass tran­
sit system developed elsewhere. If 
and when this occurs, they will 
have another think; meanwhile, on 
with the freeways and more roads, 
and too little money spent on pub­
lic transport.
T R A V E L  A  M IL L IO N  M IL E S
The left hand bar chart uses the 
unit o f one million travel miles as 
its measure, which is the equival­
ent o f twenty thousand miles per 
year for 50 years, which is what a 
lot o f motorists drive in a life-time 
It clearly shows that per million 
miles travelled, Class 1 Railways 
are 100 times safer than the priv­
ate cars on all roads. It is even 
10 times safer to travel by dom­
estic airlines.
If we take into account that 
few major improvements in the 
rail system have taken place in 
the last 30 years and if the 
same attention was given to future 
railways they now give to airlines, 
then railways could be made 200 
times as safe per million passenger 
miles than the car-road system. 
Control over the behaviour o f the 
private driver is virtually imposs­
ible, whereas control over airline 
pilots is very considerable and the 
safety practices of the railways 
could be upgraded to that of the 
airlines. This of course is speculat­
ion, but it is both possible and 
practical.
F U R T H E R  &  F A S T E R  
B U T  N O T  S A F E R
The fact that freeway builders 
have not reduced the risk of 
travel, despite 18,000 miles of 
freeways and a billion dollars of 
safety programs, can be seen in the 
insert on the left hand side of 
the chart entitled “ Are Freeways 
Safe?”
This clearly shows that people 
travel further, but the overall risk 
of death has not decreased. As the 
population increases, more people 
die on the roads. What travelling 
further and faster by car has acc­
omplished has been the devastation 
o f the most interesting parts of 
many American cities, wide-spread 
air and noise pollution and created 
the need to travel even faster and 
further to get out of the environ­
mental mess created by over-use 
of the car.
Since 1945, due to safety eng­
ineers, unions and other efforts, 
the death rate at work has dropped
M A K IN G  P U B L IC  T R A N S ­
P O R T  A C C E S S IB L E
Only about 15% o f Melbourne’s 
population are within IV2 minutes 
walking distance o f a station but 
over 85% are within 7 Vi minutes 
cycling distance from a station.
Map 1 illustrates this point very 
clearly and shows the ninefold in­
crease in the area of station cover­
age. If you want real convenience, 
then the bicycle will get you half a 
mile in 2XA minutes, while it takes 
7V2 to walk that distance. If you 
cycle for 714 minutes you can get 
1V2 miles away, while it would take 
you 22 minutes to walk the same 
distance.
What a great improvement this 
makes to the present railway sys­
tem; it would make a far greater 
improvement if an outer circle
from 33 to 18 per 100,000 Amer­
ican workers, meanwhile, the death 
rate due to travelling has increased 
about 10% in the same time; and 
much o f the so-called leisure time 
of the shorter working week is 
now taken up by long car trips to 
work.
A C C ID E N T S  IN  V IC T O R IA
Road deaths in Victoria as a 
whole have been about 1000 per 
year for 5 years. Road deaths in 
the Melbourne region have been 
about 500 per year for a populat­
ion of 2 V2 million.
If and when Melbourne region 
population reaches 5 million (as 
MMBW planners forecast) then we 
can reasonably expect road deaths 
to reach 1000 per year, if we carry 
on road building and committing 
ourselves further to a car-oriented 
life style. Twenty years of prog­
ressive road building has not re­
duced the death rate in America — 
why should it here?
In the Melbourne Transportat­
ion Study, 1965, it was found that 
the average private car trip length 
was 4.8 miles and it predicted 
that by 1985 the average trip 
length would be 7.1 miles. What it
would be by the year 2000 is any­
body’s guess, but probably some­
thing in the order of 10 miles.
So I think that the argument 
put forward by the Freeway Eng­
ineers, that a Freeway is safe, can 
be ignored, because it can be seen 
by both American experience and 
our own local estimates, that all 
that will happen is that the free­
way will generate more and more 
travel. The particular safety feat­
ures o f a freeway are negated by 
the fact that it promotes the over­
use of the car and indirectly 
causes death.
S U B U R B A N  S P R A W L
In the absence o f tight planning 
controls, as has existed and still 
exists in Melbourne, low density 
urban sprawl proceeds to engulf 
the countryside wherever the 
freeway and its principal o ff­
shoots hit the countryside.
This in turn results in people 
travelling further and faster to do 
whatever they have to do. At ten 
people or less to the acre, it is vir­
tually impossible for the existing 
public transport system to function 
at a level of convenience that 
would entice people away from 
their cars, because homes are just 
too far away.
The cluster housing legislation 
introduced by the Victorian gov­
ernment will help to prevent the 
worst excesses in the future but 
the real problem is to deal with 
what already exists.
S L O W  D E A T H  O F  T H E  
IN N E R  S U B U R B S
This in turn creates hell for the 
inner suburbs; as the through 
traffic filters through residential 
streets it creates noise and makes 
it unsafe for children and imposs­
ible for local councils to be able 
to close off streets and make ped­
estrian malls and other changes of 
lay-out beneficial to the local res­
idents. This down-grades the inner 
suburban environment further and
line existed and all proposed exten­
sions were actually built.
If the bus services that connect 
to railway stations were improved 
and express commuter bus services 
running on exclusive bus lanes on 
the existing freeways were provided, 
the growing volume of inter-suburb­
an travel could be catered for. Ex­
press commuter bus services in the 
USA are moving about 30,000 
people per hour per lane when 
given their own exclusive rights o f 
way and get people where they 
want to go with great speed, being 
more flexible than fixed rail trans­
port.
The express bus has a vital role 
to play in any integrated transport 
system, but the stops are limited 
and much further apart so that 
bicycle storage facilities at key ex­
press bus terminals play an import-
thus promotes the flight of people 
to the outer suburbs.
This is a vicious circle o f events 
that must be broken before it is 
too late.
In the short term, the best way 
to do this is for local residents to 
oppose all road developments that 
encourage through traffic and supp­
ort all measures to eliminate it, 
such as closing off residential 
streets and creating shopping malls. 
Either way, things are going to get 
much worse traffic-wise in the 
short term. By choking the roads 
and slowing down the through 
traffic, it will create the conditions 
whereby public transport will have 
to be made to work. This is the 
only way to stop the Inner Sub­
urban Rot. In following this strat­
egy o f action, one must realise 
that it will be a long time before, 
any tangible results will be seen.
In the long term, if enough 
local groups demand schemes such 
as this one, they can promote not 
only the withering away o f through 
traffic, but a gradual improvement 
in public transport.
E N E R G Y  IN T E N S IV E  
V E H IC L E S
Which brings us to the other 
side of the bar chart, which is con­
cerned with the energy consumpt­
ion of all kinds of vehicles. This 
data is from British sources, be­
cause it is the only comprehensive 
statement o f energy consumption 
this writer could find. It is taken 
mostly from an article in the New 
Scientist, November 8, 1973, en­
titled “ Transport Moves Off Oil” , 
by Gerald Leach.
This data is particularly relevant 
because it shows the energy econ­
omics that could be achieved when 
Australia has new electric trains. 
From this it can be readily seen 
that the large car is a most ineff­
icient user of energy in compar­
ison with public transport. The 
figures for actual cars — total, 
would be much different in Aust­
ralia, because there are more large 
cars in Australia.
L A R G E  C A R S  
O R  E L E C T R IC  T R A IN S
If you consider that the average 
Australian large car has only 1.4 
passengers on all commuter trips 
instead o f 5, as shown on the 
chart, then the energy consumpt­
ion would be 2050K.Cal — that is 
more energy intensive than the 
Concorde, and would be o ff the 
chart.
Modern electric trains are very 
efficient users o f energy, provided 
they do not run empty, which is 
another consequence of over-use of 
the car.
As air pollution is in direct prop 
ortion to energy consumption, 
then the half-tone bars can be com­
pared with one another, but the 
striped bars cannot, because they 
pollute in a different way, and in 
the case o f coal and oil-fired power 
stations the air discharge can be 
cleaned up quite a lot compared to 
vehicle exhausts. At 23K.Cal per 
mile, the bicycle ranks as the most 
efficient system, not only o f mech­
anical transport, but muscle- 
powered transport as well — it 
makes the bicyclist the most eff­
icient of all the travelling animals.
G R O W T H  -  A  S A C R E D  COW
Why is it that only in the past 
year or so anyone has begun to 
ask seriously whether present levels 
of mobility — let alone their 
growth — can be sustained in view 
of their enormous demands for 
energy. Before 1972, virtually all 
traffic forecasters blandly assumed 
that, however high they drew their 
curves of ton-miles, car ownership 
or aircraft trips, the fuels would 
be available to match them.
Now all has changed, thanks to 
the US energy crises and its dis­
ruption of world oil flows and 
prices. There are long term risks in 
being at the mercy o f the Middle 
East oil producers. Yet, while 
there are now alarms in many quar­
ters, not least in oil company 
boardrooms, there are plenty of 
soothing “ technology will fix it”  
noises to be heard, particularly in 
the Melbourne Metropolitan Board 
of Works and the Country Roads 
Board.
My own guess is that for energy
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ant part in making these services 
successful. This fact has been recog­
nized in the USA, for example in 
Denver, where an integrated P.R.T. 
of public transport system is being 
introduced. Plenty o f provision Is 
being made for bicycle racks and 
bicycle security.
Why Victorian Railways are not 
researching out ways and means o f 
inducing people to bicycle to the 
station, I cannot imagine. Some 
railways have latched onto the idea 
and some French railway stations 
even hire bicycles and mopeds out 
to their customers and offer spec­
ial travel concessions.
Certain private railways in the 
Tokyo and Osaka areas give group 
cyclists a chance on Sundays and 
holidays to carry their bicycles to 
cycling sites at reduced fares. The bi­
cycles are o f the portable type and 
can be folded and carried by hand.
A plan for a cleans 
system for a n ,
byAían
reasons alone, the growth o f trans­
port so often forecast for the in­
dustrial world will not be possible 
for much longer, while there could 
be serious disruptions even at pres­
ent levels.
What we will see is a whole 
series of major adjustments in the 
quality and type o f transport, and 
the “ need” for transport at all. 
These adjustments have already 
begun, to a surprising degree in the 
U.S., where last year, the sale o f 
bicycles exceeded car sales for the 
first time; and where the rush for 
European sized compact cars — 
largely because o f their lower fuel 
consumption — has put Detroit in 
a tizzy.
M O R E  P U B L IC  T R A N S P O R T
IS  N O T  E N O U G H
There is a lot o f wishful think­
ing behind the notion that more 
and more public transport o f the 
kind we have now will solve our 
transport needs, because we come 
up against a problem that is largely 
absent in the denser and more 
compact cities o f Europe.
Three quarters of Melbourne is 
a low density area, and those who 
have spent years painfully trying to 
make the existing public transport 
system work for them, know from 
first-hand experience that there is 
no way o f providing a level o f con­
venience comparable to that o f the 
car, if you have to walk to the bus 
or tram stop or railway station. 
Under these conditions, the car is 
an unbeatable invention for going 
from low-density residences to 
low-density places o f work.
The few who live near to pub­
lic transport routes may be able 
to commute easily, but most 
people cannot because the walk to 
the stop or station is too long and 
often the service is infrequent or 
unreliable. As a general rule, the 
further you get out from the city, 
the worse it gets, and cross travel 
is very difficult.
Just to buy more buses, trams 
and trains will only scratch the 
surface o f the problem, especially 
in the outer suburbs. The key to 
making public transport work lies 
in finding a quicker and easier way 
o f getting to the stop or station. 
Once this problem has been 
cracked, then public transport like 
freeways, will generate more and 
more traffic and become a major 
growth industry, with all the bene­
ficial spin-offs that that implies.
C A R  P A R K IN G  A T  S T A T IO N  - 
N O  S O L U T IO N
Victorian Railways planners are 
tired and have given up trying to 
compete with cars — that is why 
they too assume in their plans that 
public transport will never revive as 
a viable system. They have planned 
for the present 12,000 car parking 
spaces at stations to increase to
25.000 in five years, less than 3000 
new passengers per year. Mean­
while the population is actually in­
creasing in the Melbourne region by
30.000 per year. The MMBW pre­
dicted 50,000 in its freeway plann­
ing program. If public transport 
ever did make a real come-back, 
the numbers o f new passengers 
would be measured in hundreds of 
thousands per year and obviously 
there would not be enough parking 
space except for a tiny minority. 
This parking space would be better 
used for parking bicycles, 16 times 
as many bicycles as cars, in the 
same space. Some car parking space 
should be retained for the exclu­
sive use o f disabled persons, the 
sick and the frail and aged.
In Australia planning studies 
should be made of bicycle hiring, 
hire purchase, storage facilities 
and insurance, so that the user 
could use their own or the railway- 
bicycles in conjunction with the 
train and connecting bus services.
It seems absurd that a $10,000 car 
can be left at a station in reason­
able security and be protected by 
insurance, but a decent $120 bi­
cycle can be almost guaranteed to 
be stolen with no recompense to 
the owner. Surely the railways 
administration can come up with 
solutions to problems like these.
A world survey o f progressive 
commuter and recreation bicycling 
ling planning should be commiss­
ioned by the state government, so
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that planning standards and the 
time-costs and benefits to the com­
munity, of promoting bicycling, 
can be established.
If we look at this problem ana­
lytically and ignore for a moment 
that riding a bicycle on an Aust­
ralian arterial road is a quick way 
to kill oneself, it is easy to see the 
potential o f the bicycle in making 
an integrated transport system work 
well, especially in low-density 
areas.
C O M M U T E R  B IC Y C L IN G  
O N  M O T O R  R O A D S
Bicycling for commuting pur­
poses by the rich whites o f the 
world still exists on a large scale in 
Rotterdam, Copenhagen and many 
small towns in Scandinavia, how­
ever, it does so out o f tradition — 
it was never planned for. (See bar 
chart o f ‘Bicycling in the World’ )
Apart from the English ‘new 
towns’ o f Peterborough and Stev­
enage, and the Swedish system of 
road standards for the design o f 
cycle tracks alongside new roads, 
there has been no wide-spread 
planning for commuter bicycling 
anywhere in the world.
In many city centres bicycling 
persists despite the danger because 
it is the quickest way o f moving. 
Races between motorists and bi­
cyclists in London, Boston and 
Atlanta proved its efficiency in the 
rush hour. British and European 
cyclists in a hundred cities will 
tell you this from personal exper­
ience.
Why then has only one planning 
study seriously suggested that the 
residential streets o f a city be 
used for exclusive cycle routes into 
a city centre? This study, written 
by Eric Claxton was called “ Re­
appraisal o f Urban Mobility” . It 
attracted much favorable comment 
in London. Claxton’s thesis was thal 
the reallocation o f existing road 
space — strict segregation in fact 
— would increase mobility and re­
duce congestion. Claxton’s concern 
was that with the trend for fewer 
people to walk, take a bus or 
cycle in London, road space dem­
ands would treble. Which is what 
has already happened here!
If only two per cent a year went 
back to cycling in Melbourne there 
would be no problem o f increas­
ing congestion on the roads. If four 
per cent a year could be persuaded 
then the traffic problems of Melb­
ourne would slowly disappear. These 
figures are estimates only. I leave it 
to the theoretical transport plann­
ers to work it out to the nearest 
two decimal points.
B IC Y C L E  M A K E S  G O O D  U S E  
O F  R O A D S
As a straight transport vehicle, 
the bicycle is efficient in its use 
o f road space. In Paul Ritter’s book 
Planning for Man and Motor, there 
is a chart showing the maximum 
capacity o f a three metre wide tra/ 
lane in a busy city centre road.
This lane would carry only 1,200 
persons/hour by car, but 5,400 
persons/hour using bicycles. A free­
way o f 314 metres can only move
2,000 cars/hour at an optimum 
speed.
The cost o f underground multi­
storage of bicycles would be about 
1/30 o f the cost o f storing cars, 
and they would be a lot easier to 
get in and out.
There is very little reliable in­
formation about how far the av­
erage commuter bicyclist travels.
The London Traffic Survey o f 
1962 and the Survey o f the Eng­
lish New Town of Stevenage in 
1965 are very thorough and sub­
sequent surveys confirm the in­
formation about trip length shown 
on the graph entitled ‘Length o f 
Trips’ . The average figure is one and 
three quarter miles, but the spread 
is considerable and in London 20 
per cent travel more than three 
miles. For estimates and opinions 
on expected trip length for this pro­
posal see section entitled ‘ Public 
Transport Bicycling5 and ‘ A Better 
Bicycling Environment’ .
T H E  A M E R IC A N  B IC Y C L E  
S C E N E
The most interesting develop­
ment in bicycle transportation is in 
the USA, where there has never 
been an adult tradition o f bicycl­
ing. Despite the fact that planners 
made no provisions for bicycles, 
the people went about the job of 
putting it to work for themselves, 
and the bicycle industry is the 
fastest growing industry in the 
USA.->
(See graph ‘ Bicycling in the 
USA.)
There are now over 60 million 
bicycles in existence, and pur­
chases are running at 15 million a 
year. All have good brakes and 
equipment and many have 10 gears. 
In 1973 two thirds went to adults.
Renewed interest in the bicycle 
is obviously a by-product of the en 
vironmental movement and when 
separated from motor traffic it is a 
truely non-violent system of trans­
portation as it produces no high 
impact collisions, makes little noise 
and gives no air pollution. But be­
cause bicycles are not separated 
from other traffic in a lot o f areas 
in the USA, the death rate is in­
creasing in proportion to increased 
usage. (See graph ‘Bicycling in the 
USA.) Most o f the deaths occur in 
the 5 to 14 age group. (See insert 
on the left hand side of the bar 
chart.)
Despite the danger, ecology con­
scious individuals feel they are 
doing their thing to help the en­
vironment by pedalling instead of 
driving.
Conservationists generally take 
the same line because the bicycle 
consumes no fuel apart from food 
energy, which when you consider 
the increase in fitness it brings, 
means a couple o f extra spoonsful 
of carbohydrates a day. Almost as 
important as consuming no fuel is 
that the bicycle takes up about 
1/16 o f the road space o f the car.
D A V IS :  A  M O D E L  F O R  
L O C A L  G R O U P S
The city o f Davis in California 
(see chart ‘ Bicycling in the World’) 
is a good example o f what local 
groups can do at the municipal 
level.
In a city o f 24,000 residents 
some 18,000 bicycles have been 
registered. In the early 1960s it be­
came evident that some way was 
needed to separate the car and the 
bicycle. A citizen group was for­
med that circulated a petition call­
ing on the city council to estab­
lish a system of bicycle paths 
along major city streets. Bike paths 
became a central issue in the city 
election in 1966 and the bike can­
didates won. A bike path network 
was developed soon thereafter. It 
was decided to create bike lanes on 
the outside of any street over 50 
feet wide. Present plans call for 
some 12 miles of bike paths by 1974.
These bike paths in Davis have 
produced a number o f tangible 
benefits for the town. It was 
found that even in the summer 
months when Davis’ student pop­
ulation was small some 40% o f all 
traffic was bicycles. During rush 
hours, 90% o f all bicycle riders 
were adults. This extensive use of 
bicycles has meant that there are 
no parking meters in the town and 
that rush hour traffic is tolerable. 
Because parking is not a problem 
for cyclists, business in the city 
has improved and both the city 
and the university have to pave 
less land for parking lots.
H IL L S  N O  P R O B L E M  T O  
T H O S E  W H O  R E A L L Y  C A R E
In spite o f the hills, San Fran­
cisco cyclists have developed a sys­
tem o f bike routes and bike paths 
that can really serve the city cyc­
list. The San Francisco Bicycle 
Coalition, composed o f various bi­
cycle and ecology groups, was 
formed to promote the bicycle 
for everyday transportation. It has 
proposed that a lane on Market 
Street, which is being reconstructed 
and beautified, be reserved for 
cyclists. It alerts its members to 
key political issues in cycling and 
stresses participation.
Similarly, other cities such as 
Boston, Chicago, Washington D.C., 
Omaha, Lincoln (Nebraska), 
Syracuse (New York), Milwaukee, 
and Miami have all instituted some 
sort o f in-city bike routes. These 
activities vary from posting signs 
and calling streets bikeways, to 
restricting some lanes on selected 
streets to bikes-only lanes.
P L A N N E R S  L O S E  C O N T A C T  
W IT H  R E A L IT Y
The American bureaucracy being 
what it is, the resurgence o f adult 
bicycling caught them unawares in 
most States. At the time o f writ­
ing, plans for extensive recreational 
bicycling are being drawn up by 
nearly all the states and some have 
passed legislation requiring a fixed 
percentage o f all highway building 
expenditure to be on bikeways. 
However, commuter bicycling is 
not seriously considered, except by 
a few States.
Increases in the sales o f bicycles 
in Australia shows that this is one 
trend we ought positively encourage 
to cross the Pacific. The virtues o f 
this simple and low cost machine 
include health, recreation, ecolog­
ical preservation. The bicycle can 
provide the means o f making the 
public transport system work, but 
no amount o f trend planning with 
traffic studies will help, because 
the use o f the bicycle will follow 
the provision o f a bikeway system 
not precede it, as it did with the 
motor car.
Melbourne is not Davis, Calif­
ornia, and the roads are too dan­
gerous for this to happen here 
without encouragement. Bikeways 
must be provided almost in good 
faith, and some errors are bound 
to be made because in the short 
term the only place where usage 
could be predicted reliably would 
be near schools and colleges.
The tragedy o f Melbourne is 
that its planners who are high up 
on the social scale, and have real 
power, are too dignified to ride a 
bike or too conservative in their 
approach to everything except en­
ergy consumption, where they are 
quite piggish.
They have never offered any 
real choices to the people, just 
variations on an auto-cidal theme,, 
served up with all the elitist 
trimmings, and unrevealed value 
judgements about the value of 
human life hidden away under a 
mass o f unreadable jargon and 
tables o f statistics.
The example o f South Australia 
in providing cycle tracks for 
commuting purposes in the new 
town o f Monaro is a good one to 
follow.
E N E R G Y  C O N S E R V IN G  
L IF E S T Y L E
What is needed for the future 
is to stop building Freeways or any 
kind of massive road construction 
and to start work now on a mas­
ter plan for an integrated public 
transport network in which a safe 
system o f bicycle routes through 
residential streets be planned to 
connect with railway stations, key 
bus and tram stops, schools, shopp­
ing centres and factories.
Future residential development 
should embody the principles of 
‘ bicyclised suburban planning and L 
take the form of a long corridor out 
into Gippsland from Dandenongs 
generally as proposed by Maurie 
and Ruth Crowe in their book, 
Planning for Melbourne, Part 3.
The Gippsland Corridor filled 
out with bicycle-ised residential 
developments could enable a much 
more “ energy- and non-renewable 
energy conserving” style o f life to 
be followed.
The Australian government is 
prepared to pay a large part of the 
cost of any scheme for the land­
scaping and improvement o f resid­
ential streets and has set aside $30 
million for this purpose. Local 
groups are now in a very strong po­
sition to make submissions to local 
councils for schemes o f this kind.
street
committees
could convert 
streets to 
communal space
T H E  P R IN C IP L E
The maps (centre) show how an 
existing suburb can be environ­
mentally improved by a method o f 
planning which, due to the lack o f a 
better word, is called Bicycle-ization.
A bicycle-ised-suburb has much 
in common with Raburn residential 
planning in America, cul-de-sac 
planning in the British new towns,, 
the newer parts o f Canberra and some 
o f the street blocking proposals of 
Melbourne consultants, Loder and 
Bailey.
All these progressive forms of 
residential planning have one comm­
on principle — they group streets 
into blocks that do not allow 
through traffic passage or deter 
through traffic by making the route 
tortuous and/or time consuming.
Where bicycle-ised planning diff­
ers radically is not only does it deter 
through traffic, but it promotes the 
use o f bicycling and public trans­
port by having bicycle routes that 
are totally free from fast moving 
traffic leading to key points o f usage 
and key public transport pick-up 
points. It is designed around the fact 
that mass bicycling can increase the 
area of railway station coverage 
ninefold relative to walking.
All that is required to slowly but 
surely make this alternative system 
widely used are safe and secure 
storage places for bicycles, at key 
bus, tram and train stations, and 
places o f public use. The only traffic 
for the bicyclists to contend with 
are a few residents’ cars limited to 
18m.p.h. (see Map 1).
This concept is represented on 
maps 2,3, and 4 which show a typ­
ical piece of the Melbourne sub­
urban grid. These maps represent a 
sufficiently complex and at the 
same time, a sufficiently typical 
part o f the grid, that as an illustrat­
ive model they can be used to vis­
ualise changes to most of the middle 
and outer suburban street systems.
In principle this also applies to the 
inner suburbs, but many of the 
narrow streets o f the inner suburbs 
would require a different method 
than “ dead ending” to deter 
through traffic.
The drawings o f A,B and C show 
clearly most o f the construction 
modifications required. There would 
also need to be special rail crossings 
o f various kinds provided, and more 
traffic lights for greater safety on 
all arterial and sub-arterial roads.
A R T E R IA L  B IC Y C L E  
N E T W O R K
As is shown on Map 2, this 
would form a grid of arterial cycle 
routes within the existing arterial 
road grid, being approximately par­
allel to it. Bicycles would be banned 
from all arterial and sub-arterial 
roads, and special traffic lights 
provided for cyclists to cross arter­
ial roads — all as shown on Maps 3 
and 6. Number 6 is a bicyclist’ s map.
All residential streets that are in 
fact not sub-arterial would be made 
in a variety o f dead end streets or 
cul-de-sacs, with a 30km limit (18 
mph), as on Map 5, which shows what 
a motoring map would look like. 
Motorists would be legally required 
to give preference to cyclists.
R E D U C IN G  T H E  R O A D  
T O L L  T O  1/1 OTH
If Melbourne’s suburban road 
system was re-organised along the 
lines o f bicycle-ised suburban plann­
ing it would create a structural foun­
dation upon which a safe transport­
ation system could be built up grad­
ually over the years; less than 100 
deaths a year for the Melbourne reg­
ion would be a good target figure.
Apart from the 18mph ban and 
the removal of through traffic from 
residential streets, which are obvious 
safety measures, there are other 
less obvious, but vitally important 
safety factors to be taken into acc­
ount.
1. Elimination o f through traff­
ic in residential streets is a form of 
access control, that reduces con­
flict at the intersections o f residen­
tial streets.
2. Most streets would be dead 
ended or closed o ff to through 
traffic and this makes social con­
trol o f driving by neighbours poss­
ible because cars are easily identif­
iable and the only vehicles usually 
around are those o f the other res­
idents. This self-policing social 
characteristic o f dead end streets 
and cul-de-sacs is the key to the 
effective policing o f the 18mph 
residential street limit.
3. ‘C’ type traffic lighted cross­
ings for arterial bicycle routes are 
designed to also be used as pedest­
rian crossings. This should reduce 
the number of pedestrians killed.
4. The provision o f traffic 
lights at all arterial intersections is 
shown on the proposal, and this 
should also limit conflict on the 
arterial roads. (See maps 4 and 5)
It is not proposed that even- art­
erial intersection have traffic 
lights, but that there should be 
many more of them.
5. Prohibition o f bicyclists from 
arterial roads — except when spec­
ial tracks are provided — should re­
duce the number o f young children 
killed, particularly in the 5—18 age 
group. (See Map 6.)
6. In the long term, this prop­
osal would make public transport 
work and would not only reduce 
the volume and intensity o f traffic,
but allow the drinking public to 
get home without using the car. 
This is the only way to get dan­
gerous drivers off the road. Many 
o f Melbourne’s 100,000 alcoholics 
and heavy drinkers would remove 
themselves from the roads if they 
had the option but they don’t be­
cause to rely on public transport 
would make it impossible for many 
of them to do their jobs and move 
around.
Legislating against and policing 
dangerous driving is impossible 
when so many people have, out of 
necessity, to drive. When the nec­
essity is removed and the numbers 
reduced, the job o f enforcing good 
driving behaviour becomes manage­
able for the police. This also app­
lies to other high risk groups, the 
mentally sick, and those with very 
low intelligence and poor reaction 
times. Another dangerous group are 
aggressive young males who not 
only kill themselves but many 
other innocents in high speed coll­
isions. Once the job o f policing 
driving is manageable it should be 
possible to introduce an ‘apprent­
iceship”  type o f driving test.
This measure would stop anyone 
driving a large powerful car until 
they have passed an advanced driv­
ing test, after several years of 
proven safe driving in a small low 
powered car. This should reduce 
the severity o f collisions involving 
inexperienced and immature young 
men and make the possession o f a 
high performance vehicle a symbol 
o f safe driving and personal rel­
iability. This measure needs to be 
applied immediately to motorcyc­
lists. Two years on a 50cc machine 
before getting on a 500cc machine.
Many other things not directly 
related to this proposal would need 
to be done as well, but one thing 
is clear — the starting point in 
getting death o ff the roads is find­
ing a way to make public transport 
really work.
A C T IO N  B Y  L O C A L  G R O U P S
Surveys o f local needs can be 
made and plans prepared to show 
which streets should be blocked off 
Detailed plans for planting trees,
landscaping streets, and providing 
street furniture could be prepared.
P U B L IC  T R A N S P O R T  
B IC Y C L E
The term commuter bicycling 
gives the impression that the bicyc­
list rides all the way to work, so 
the term ‘public transport bicyc­
ling’ will be used to describe what 
this proposal is primarily concerned 
with — bicycling to and from pub­
lic transport pick-up points. The 
fact that this proposal also prom­
otes commuter bicycling is a sec­
ondary objective. The difference is 
crucial because the public transport 
port bicyclist is part of an inte­
grated system and will expect to 
spend much less time on their bicy­
cles, but about the same time as 
the average commuter who pres­
ently walks to the station. I would 
estimate that 50% o f the bicyc­
lists would travel between 1 2 and
1G miles to a public transport 
pick-up point.
A  B E T T E R  B IC Y C L IN G  
E N V IR O N M E N T
The commuter bicyclists, given 
safe routes, would be prepared to 
spend much more time than they 
would in London or any other 
city in which they are not segreg­
ated from the traffic. I have no ev­
idence for this apart from my own 
25 years experience as a bicyclist, 
but it would seem an obvious point 
to make because not only would 
routes be safe, but free from noise 
and fumes, and generally more 
pleasant, usually allowing bicyc­
lists to ride two abreast and talk to 
each other.
On the very wide streets, on 
tracks, riding three or four abreast 
would be possible. Residents’ cars 
being limited to 18mph and giving 
bicyclists right o f way would be an­
other pleasant feature because in 
practice this would eliminate most 
overtaking by cars, as many bi­
cyclists would be travelling at about 
15mph. This would be particularly 
important at night time. In bad 
weather, fashionable and function- 
able waterproof clothing, especially 
designed for the new breed o f lazy 
bicyclists would keep people warm 
and dry.
W H A T  IT  W O U L D  B E  L IK E
Firstly, large numbers of people 
of all ages and of both sexes would 
be using a great variety o f bicycles 
with special attachments and fitt­
ings and storing them in the racks 
and lockers in all kinds o f places. 
Secondly, there would be plenty 
of small fold-up bicycles for tak­
ing on trains, buses and trams; some 
people would use two bicycles — 
one to get to the train station, 
another to get from their terminal 
station to their place of work; some 
in the off-peak periods would carry 
non-folding bicycles on the trains 
as they do now.
Most of the older bicyclists 
would tend to use much less effort 
than walking (see right hand side 
o f “ Passenger Bar Chart” ), and 
pedal along slowly between six and 
tenmph, keeping well clear of the 
youngsters going at 20mph. On very 
heavily used bicycle routes there 
would be fast and slow lanes, ‘ give
way to major road’ signs, and other 
street markings to reduce traffic 
conflict. (See drawings o f Crossings 
A,B and C.)
L A N D S C A P IN G
Some residential streets are very 
wide and it may be possible to put 
gardens down the centre or at one 
side o f the street. Nature strips 
could be enlarged and more trees 
planted. In high density and medium 
density areas street committees 
could ^organise ways and means of 
converting blocked-off streets for 
communal open space (a vital asset 
for flat dwellers).
S U P P L E M E N T A R Y  P R O P ­
O SA L ...300 M IL E S  T O  T H E  
G A L L O N
An alternative proposal is that 
the power-assisted bicycle could be 
re-developed and re-introduced as a 
means of transport and used on the 
parallel network o f arterial cycle 
routes. This would promote a form 
o f long distance commuting that 
would be even more energy efficient 
than public transport bicycling.
These machines were very pop­
ular in the UK and Europe in the 
fifties and early sixties, had a 
cruising speed o f 20mph, did 200
miles to the gallon on a long run, 
and were fitted to a standard bicycle 
The reason I suggest this machine 
instead o f mopeds or light-weight 
motor-cycles, is that the Litter are too 
heavy and too fast to mix with 
bicyclists, especially when one is 
trying to encourage middle-aged 
and older people to start bicycling 
again.
The power-assisted bicycles were 
o f three basic types — two types 
had power units that drove directly 
onto the tyre either mounted on 
the front wheel or over the back 
wheel. The third type was a motor 
mounted in a rear wheel that fitted 
in place o f a standard wheel.
They usually had 25 or 30cc engines 
and it was possible to cruise along 
at 18-20mph on a flat road with­
out pedalling; it was necessary to 
pedal when starting and getting up 
speed, and when climbing hills. It 
would climb most hills at a steady 
10-15mph with vigorous pedalling.
Looking at the great improve­
ment to light-weight motor cycles 
in the last 15 years, it would seem 
possible to greatly improve the 
older models o f power-assisted bi­
cycles. They could be made lighter, 
easier to control and with better 
petrol consumption. Making an in­
formed guess, I would say that a
machine ideally suited for mixing 
with bicycles could do over 300 
miles to the gallon. The ideal non­
pedalling cruising speedy on a flat 
would be 15mph, and 22mph with 
normal pedalling. It would still 
get up hills at 10-12mph with vig­
orous pedalling and the reduction 
in motor weight would make it 
easier to push.
It would produce noise but with 
good acoustic muffling and poss­
ibly a water-cooled engine it could 
be fairly quiet. As far as air poll­
ution is concerned, its low petrol 
consumption makes that minimal 
but it could be run on gas. As far 
as parking and storage are concer­
ned, it would have all the advant­
ages o f the standard bicycle.
All that is needed to get this 
machine re-developed, since most o f 
the patents have expired, is for 
the Federal government to app­
roach manufacturers and subsidise 
the research and development of 
those willing to do the job.
BICYCLING in  t h e  WORLD BICYCLING IN THE U.S.A.
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The fear and the famine
INDIA: 1,001 NIGHTMARES
by Alan Smith
West Bengal :Hooghly District, 
Garalgacha village; Haripada Dolui 
throws his five-year old child into a 
pond; the boy drowns; he had been 
pestering his father for a morsel o f 
food which he did not get for the 
preceeding 72 hours. In the same 
district, Binod Barui, day labourer, 
having a household o f five members, 
bashes the head o f Nityananda Majhi, 
day labourer, having a household o f 
six members: their families were 
starving for one full week, they were 
collecting artichokes from the same 
bush, not enough artichokes to go 
round; they therefore fought, fought 
like dogs, snarling animals determined 
to survive. In Cooch Behar, Kharuboi 
village, Chunibala Dasi, age 32, 
thrusts the half-boiled stem o f a wild 
oat down the throat o f her whining 
two-year old daughter; Chunibala, 
whose husband dropped dead last 
week, had her last taste o f rice three 
months ago, when there was a feast 
in the next village and she rumm­
aged through the leavings thrown 
outside. Harish Chandra Roy Bur- 
man, Congress boss o f  Sahibganj 
estate does not cook any meals at 
home; there are too many beggars 
around who flock to his house at the 
smell o f  cooked food, so he eats, 
stealthily, in a restaurant.
About one half o f the state’s pop­
ulation o f 50 million are experiencing 
different degrees o f starvation. The 
state’s Relief Minister put the figure 
at 15 million, that is those who do 
not have a meal even once a day.
The economic situation in West 
Bengal has never been so bad. Des­
pite the many development plans and 
crash programmes launched by the 
state government, industry and ag­
riculture are in a shambles. Unem­
ployment, already very high, has risen 
sharply, particularly among the small 
peasants and landless workers in the 
rural areas. Added to this are the 
floods in northern Bengal and the 
drought in the southern districts 
which have severly damaged standing 
crops.
Even the& natural calamities can­
not, however, explain the current 
famine in West Bengal. In 1973-74, 
West Bengal produced about
6.500.000 tonnes o f foodgrains, 
against a total requirement o f about
8.500.000 tonnes a year. Withdrawals 
from the Central pool being approx­
imately 1,060,000 tonnes till end- 
September, the net food deficit in 
the state was relatively small. This 
could not have brought on the pres­
ent crisis, had the state government 
shown some seriousness about ach­
ieving the procurement target o f 
tonnes
In fact it collected a small fraction 
o f even this: 160,000 tonnes.
(The central pool referred to is the 
central government-controlled nat­
ional stockpile; procurement refers to 
the purchase o f  grain by the govern­
ment for public distribution prog­
rammes.)
Procurement may not have been 
up to expectations. But where is the 
state’s output o f grain gone? Some 
say about one million tonnes o f rice 
are still being secretly held by hoard­
ers and the big farmers.
A combine o f ricemillers, big 
landlords and blackmoney operat­
ors have invested Rs. 10 million in 
the grain trade in West Bengal and 
they are responsible for “ the near fa­
mine situation in most o f the dist­
ricts in the State” , according to the 
West Bengal Labour Minister, Mr.'. 
Gopaldas Nag, who has now taken 
over charge o f the Food Department.
In Chinigram village, West Dina- 
jpur District, Kamalrani Chakro- 
borty, widow o f a Brahmin pundit, 
is busy dismantling the corrugated 
sheets from the roof o f her corner 
hut. She will sell the sheets in the 
market and get Rs.40 which will buy 
10kg o f rice. In Purulia District’s 
Birshah village, Tudu Soren, labourer, 
offers wife, Rangia Soren, for sale, at 
a price o f Rs.35 cash dpwn , which 
will fetch eight kg o f  food.
In the Twenty-Four Pargenas 
District, Gobardhan village, there 
were 12 deaths yesterday; day before 
yesterday, nine; today, till one 
o ’clock in the afternoon, seven, but 
further reports will come in before 
dusk.
In Bankura District, Salhati vill­
age, Prakash Malo starts out for Bish- 
nupur town, where there is a gruel 
kitchen running, accompanied by 
wife, three children, and two dogs; 
only he, one child and the dogs make 
it — the rest die en route.
People are dying not because 
there is no food in the countryside. 
Going by records o f production, 
there should be ample food lying ar­
ound, but nobody sees the food; it is 
safely tucked away in go-downs
travel
TRA VEL THE STUDENT WA Y  
T R A V E LA U S!
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pokes Bicycle Shop
(store sheds), away from the reach of 
the hungry.
POLITICAL
PRISONERS
At the end o f September* Am­
nesty International released a very 
carefully researched report on the
unemployed young man — an incon­
sequential speck o f a statistic. In the 
city o f Calcutta, there must be at 
least a couple o f million like him, 
seeking jobs, but bereft o f techni­
cal or professional equipment, and 
without social —or, which is almost 
the same thing these days ‘political’ 
— connections.
July 20 was a Saturday.
Prabir walked to Curzon Park, a 
tiny stretch o f land where you can
Not for the eyes o f  a 
vice-President.
appalling conditions in West Bengal 
jails, the incidence o f torture and 
the detention without trial o f 
15,000—20,000 political priso
Not surprisingly, the Ministry; 
Home Affairs has.sought to dismiss 
the allegations contained in Amnes­
ty International’s report. The govt | 
pmment actually expects it to be 
believed that the number o f  those 
kept behind bars for political rea­
sons in West Bengal is only 1,609.
Only the other day, the Govern­
ment o f West Bengal released the 
report o f a Jail Code Revision Com­
mittee which describes in detail the 
frightening over-crowding in the 
state’s prisons. The maximum cap­
acity o f West Bengal’s jails taken to­
gether is 20,000 whereas close to
30,000 are at present locked up.
According to official statistics 
themselves, the number o f under- 
trial prisoners alone exceeds 17,000 
in West Bengal.
But the government still assures 
the world that the number o f ‘pol­
itical prisoners’ is much less, only 
1,609. The rub, o f course, is that it 
is a matter o f official convenience 
who among those in prison are lab­
elled political prisoners. Thousands 
o f so-called ‘Naxalites’ and large 
numbers o f Communist Party 
(Marxist) cadres have been simply 
locked away as ordinary criminals 
under different sections o f the 
Criminal Procedure Code. In the 
majority o f cases, the criminal 
charges have not been proved, but 
the persons concerned have been re­
peatedly arrested on a succession o f 
trumped-up charges one after the 
other, so as to keep them contin­
uously in prison.
Over the past three years, a 
num ber o f  torture allegations 
have reached A m n esty  from  
legal sources in Calcutta. A ll­
egations o f  torture include sev­
ere beatings — to  the extent o f  
fractured lim bs — prisoners be­
ing hung upside-dow n  and pins 
and nails being inserted in to  
their nails and other sensitive 
organs o f  the b o d y , including 
the genitals. In a num ber o f  
I cases the use o f  m odern  e lect­
ric sh ock  m ethods is reported  
and prisoners are also allegedly 
burned w ith  cigarettes, exting­
uished on  their skin. 
—Amnesty International
VICTIMS OF 
REPRESSION
It happened on July 20 last, 
Prabir Dutta, twenty-three, was an
Not starvation, only death by 
malnutrition — Chief Minister
find practically every species o f hu­
manity— decrepit or otherwise — 
milling from early afternoon till af­
ter dusk often entertained by Cal­
cutta’s endless stream o f drama 
groups.
July 20, apart from being a Sat­
urday, was Vietnam Day as well.
One particular drama group, full o f 
revolutionary bubble, was mounting 
a play expounding the heroism o f 
the Vietnam peasantry. The crowd 
was swelling. The police always 
mount a patrol around Curzon Park; 
they did so on that day too; their 
presence was taken for granted; the 
batons were, as usual, a-gleam. The 
revolutionary play was moving to 
its climax; it was four o ’clockish in 
the afternoon, Prabir Dutta was in 
the crowd, watching and listening; 
suddenly something went wrong.
What went wrong cannot be pre­
cisely unravelled, because the ar­
chives o f the police are a closed 
book. The police claim they discov­
ered in the crowd a dangerous ‘ex­
tremist’ , against whom several warr- 
: ants were pending, and that they 
moved in to apprehend him. The or­
ganizers of the play assert that it 
was the culmination o f an official 
conspiracy to crush their venture to 
present revolutionary poster-plays 
for the masses. Anyway, the police 
charged and pandemonium ensued.
What is not clear, even by the 
police, is the fact that several 
young people got arrested, and a 
number o f them had to be moved to 
the Medical College hospital for 
treatment o f injuries suffered dur­
ing the incident. The body o f Pra­
bir Dutta was found lying outside 
the hospital at around five o ’clock.
It had been brought there from 
Curzon Park by some passers-by. 
There were quite a few marks o f in­
jury on his body, and a particularly 
deep one on the rear side o f the 
skull. Soon, the police moved in on­
to the premises o f the hospital.
Once the doctors o f  the Medical Col­
lege certified Prabir to be dead, the 
body was moved post-haste to the 
morgue next door.
It took a while to identify the 
body; Prabir’s distraught mother 
could be contacted only pretty late. 
Earlier in the evening, prominent 
individuals associated with various 
groups in the city had insisted that 
the post-mortem on the body be 
done by a doctor with no connect­
ions with the police. This suggest­
ion was turned down. A cryptic 
press note was issued from police 
headquarters: yes, the young man 
was dead; yes, there were some 
marks o f injury on his body; yes, 
one o f the ribs o f the young man 
was found fractured. But there was 
also a nice, trim, explanation for 
each o f these. The police had wield­
ed no batons at Curzon Park, the J 
bruises found on the body o f the 
young man were mostly self-imposed. 
The police had moved in to 
arrest an extremist seen in the 
crowd, there was commotion, Pra­
bir fell down in the rush and was 
trampled upon by others: that was 
how his rib got broken. As he fell 
to the ground during the melee, 
some o f the food he had consumed 
seven hours earlier came up the 
wrong way and choked his wind­
pipe; he died. This diagnosis was 
confirmed by the official medical 
examiner who performed the post­
mortem. The report o f the post­
mortem was not released. There was 
no foul play, but the body was taken 
straight to the cremation ground in 
an official ambulance; the last rites 
were performed under direct super­
vision o f the police.
Meanwhile, the actor-director o f 
Silhouette, the group putting on the 
play, and an assortment o f actors 
and theatre workers were arrested 
from among the scampering crowd, 
even as Prabir was choking to his 
mysterious death. Presumably they 
were the “ extremists”  among the 
crowd watching the play.
On August 3, a meeting was con­
vened by a group o f renowned dra­
matists who alleged that the govern­
ment had been desperately trying to 
throttle the voice o f criticism. What 
happened at Curzon Park on July 
20 was not an isolated incident — it 
was one o f many.
T he Central G overn m en t’s 
F o o d  and A gricu lture M inister 
Mr. C. Subram aniam , possib ly  
gave ou t m ore  than h e  ought 
to  have w hen he said: “ H ow  
can  w e as a nation  recon cile  
ourselves to  the p h en om en on  
o f  per capital supply  o f  fo o d  
grains at 12kg. o r  even m ore 
per m on th  in on e  p a ît o f  the 
cou n try , while su pp ly  o f  even 
3kg. co u ld  n o t be  assured in 
certain oth er parts?”  
—Frontier
A few similar recent ‘incidents’ 
may be mentioned. At Midnapore a 
performance o f ‘Chandni Raat’ put 
up by Krishti Sansad, a local 
group, was broken up by some 
goons. At Uttarpara, Unit Theatre’s 
production o f a play ‘Hochhe Ta 
Ki?’ (What Is Happening?) was 
similarly stopped. At Harinabhi a 
similar rate overtook the product­
ion o f a play ‘Bhaja Kerasin’ (Praise 
Kerosene). These incidents were not 
reported in the wide circulation 
dailies o f Calcutta, which are not 
exactly famous for their love o f 
Leftist politics or anti-establishment 
art.
However, they have reported 
quite extensively the happenings 
around a play by Utpal Dutt. The 
play ‘Dushwapner Nagari’ (The 
Nightmare City) was produced by 
Dutt’s group, People’s Little Thea- 
re (PLT).
(In August, the government, 
through the Calcutta police, brought
charges o f  sedition against the or­
ganizers o f  the play. A hearing is set 
for this month.)
Meanwhile finding it difficult to 
book posh theatre houses in cen­
tral and south Calcutta, the PLT de­
cided to move north, the home o f 
Bengali theatre, and booked the 
famous, ancient Star Theatre.
The play was never performed.
A five hour demonstration by two 
organizations attached to the Indian 
National Congress (ruling party in 
New Delhi as well as Calcutta), 
blocked the doors, dragged out the 
staff, and smashed the sets. The pol­
ice, in attendance throughout, de­
nied that anybody had been badly 
treated.
The Vice-President o f India, Mr. 
B. D. Jatti, recently exhorted the 
Delhi Study Circle to have a fearless 
and free Press and wanted the cit­
izens to be “ thinking beings possess­
ing an independent opinion and in­
telligent interest in public affairs” .
Teachers’ Day in Delhi was cel­
ebrated this year with beating o f 
teachers in the Nizamuddin Poly­
technic. The police forcibly ent­
ered the institution and smashed all 
in their way.
Mr. Shankarlal Kheriwal, editor
o f Naya Rasta, a Hindi weekly, was 
murdered for having investigated 
thoroughly the smuggling o f uran­
ium from Bihar. Mr. Maheshwari 
Prasad, another journalist; was shot
dead at Dehri-on-Sone last July. Mr. 
Ramji Prasad, a journalist o f Nawa- 
dah, was arrested under the Ex­
plosives Act following bomb explo­
sions in the town. Agra editor, Shiv 
Narain Sharma, was stabbed to 
death on June 17 — he had regul­
arly exposed the underground worlc 
o f gangsters in his paper. A Bihar 
MLA died o f poisoning in June, an 
ex-Minister was shot dead for lead­
ing a procession on September 5. A 
Japalpur editor, Mr. Devendra Dube 
was assaulted by a cloth merchant 
on September 4 and is hospitalized. 
An item in his weekly had referred 
to the raids carried on by the central
excise department in the city and 
commented on it. A Muzaffarnagar 
editor, Mr. Uttam Chandra Sharma 
was beaten by goons for his critic­
isms o f Mansurpur Sugar Mills. In 
Banda, Mr. B. D. Gupta is suffering 
harassment and incarceration for ha 
ving highlighted the plight o f un­
touchables in his write-ups; Mr. 
Jagadish Chandra Kaushik, a school 
teacher in Sawai Madhopur district 
o f Rajasthan, took a little too ser­
iously the leaders’ exhortation to 
help the authorities locate anti-soc­
ial hoarders and profiteers. He help­
ed the officials by taking them to a 
fertilizer-hoarding merchant’s 
store in Jundawar. As a reward, he 
has been jailed, transferred, and has
a host o f  frame-ups against him 
which will involve him in litigation 
for years.
SWEPT UNDER 
THE CARPET
Tipura: this year the 
villagers produced enough food- 
grains, but the major portion o f it 
was forcibly procured by the Food 
Commission for R e.l per kg, while 
landed gentry and rich peasants re­
mained untouched by the procure­
ment drive. The poor thus were left 
with no alternative but to buy rice 
from ration shops at Rs.2 per kg 
which is far beyond their reach.
The grimmest poverty and help­
lessness are forcing the villagers to 
become the cheapest form o f drudge 
labour in the towns and semi-towns.
* * * *
Outside the third class waiting 
ropm o f Poona railway station is a 
big open yard. For the last three 
months it has been occupied by 
about 200 families at a time. These 
are ‘visitors’ to Poona, immigrants 
mainly from the famine-stricken 
districts o f Sholapur, Osmanabad 
and Bhir.
Today, when I went back to 
Poona railway station, the yard in 
front was empty. There were police­
men everywhere, Fakruddin Ali 
Ahmen, President o f  the Republic 
o f India, was visiting Poona. He had 
come to inaugurate the Davis Cup 
matches. The route from the airport 
passed by the migrants’ settlements. 
The immigrants were, therefore, 
driven away and their huts demol­
ished. Such sights are not for the 
eyes o f Presidents.
POLICE
DEVELOPM ENT’
Expenditure on police by the 
Central and state governments has
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risen spectacularly in recent years. 
The Public Accounts Committee es­
timates that the Central govern­
ment’s expenditure on the police in­
creased 52 times in 24 years — from 
Rs.30 million (US$3 million) in 
1950-51 to Rs.1,560 million in 
1974-75 (Budget estimate). This is, 
o f  course, in addition to the even 
larger expenditure by the state gov­
ernments on police. According to 
the PAC, the expenditure on police 
both at the Centre and in the 
states is eroding the resources avail­
able for developmental activities
The bulk o f the increase in the 
Centre’s expenditure on the police 
is accounted for by the Central Re­
serve Police (CRP) the Border Sec­
urity Force and the Central Indust­
rial Security Force (CISF). Up to 
1964-65 there were only 16 battal­
ions o f the CRP. Now there are 60.
The BSF was meant to be de­
ployed on the Indo-Pakistan border, 
but its use within the country has 
progressively increased; it was used 
for maintenance o f ‘ internal secur­
ity’ in as many as 13 states during 
the year 1973-74.
The strength o f the Central In­
dustrial Security Force, formed in 
1969-70, was 15,545 in 1972-73, 
having risen impressively from 
10,220 in 1971-72. .
The expansion o f the CRP and the 
BSF and the sharp rise in the expen­
diture on them have been justified 
on the ground that the state police 
forces are not adequate for maint­
aining law and order. However, the 
purpose o f the large police appar­
atus o f the Centre need not always 
be to supplement the state police 
forces, the contingency o f having 
to supplant them on occasions to 
bring recalcitrant state governments 
to heel has apparently been taken 
into account by the Centre in plan­
ning the size o f its police forces.
The PAC report mentions some 
cases o f the CRP being used against 
the wishes o f the state governments 
concerned. The two most significant 
cases both occured in 1969 and in 
West Bengal where at that time a 
united front government, dominated 
by the Communist Party (Marxist) 
was in office. In one case, the West 
Bengal government’s request for 
withdrawal o f CRP battalions was 
rejected on the ground that the bat­
talions were required to protect 
property belonging to the Central 
government. In the other case, the 
Centre turned down the state gov­
ernment’s request for withdrawal o f 
all CRP contingents and this time 
no particular justification was ad­
vanced for the refusal.
Central and state governments 
are still not satisfied with the level o f 
spending on police. They are work­
ing now on having at least some el­
ements o f police expenditures in- 1 
eluded in the development plan. This 
will have many advantages. It will 
overcome any fear o f expenditure on 
police eroding resources available for 
development for it will be an integral 
part o f ‘ development’.
This article was compiled from 
three weekly magazines: Far Eastern 
Review (Hong Kong), Economic and 
Political Weekly (Bombay) and Fron­
tier (Calcutta) during the months o f 
September and October. The comp­
lete articles are all available at The 
Light, Powder and Construction 
Works library, 350 Victoria Street, 
North Melbourne.
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SYLVIA FLATH A N D  SUICIDE
'‘They thought death was worth i t , but I have a self to recover”
Medical Students Act 
Against Their Dehumanized Course
Junior quacks 
jacku p
by Greg Pickhaver
Monash University medical school 
gives the basement o f the building 
to students, libraries, offices and 
common rooms. The first floors are 
teaching areas, laboratories and lect­
ure rooms. And the staff sit at the top 
o f the ivory tower. It’s a simple struc­
ture and one which is duplicated in 
the content, teaching and assessment 
o f  the course.
At present the first three years o f 
the six year course are spent on the 
Monash campus studying science 
and learning the “ shape o f cockatoo 
sperm”  and other irrelevancies. Some 
small changes have been made to the 
content o f these three years — due 
to student action — but most o f what 
is learnt is still o f  little subsequent 
practical use. No time at all is spent 
during these first years with patients 
in hospital — or anywhere else.
At the medical school, teaching 
and learning time is still monopolised 
by the staff and the emphasis re­
mains on science and not on the hu­
man problems o f sick people.
This situation is maintained by the 
system o f funding for departments. 
Allocations are made on the basis o f 
the numer o f teaching hours. The 
pathology and microbiology depart­
ments have developed courses which 
utilise a disproportionate amount of 
student time in order to claim more 
funds.
This money however, is not spent 
on students — on better training and 
facilities for educating doctors — but 
ploughed back into staff research pro­
jects. Mystification is the method o f 
teaching, and doctors “ learn” in the 
laboratories instead o f seeing patients.
Two years ago these criticisms 
produced widespread dissatisfaction 
with the content, orientation and or­
ganisation o f the Monash medical 
course." The staff skilled at adopting 
rhetoric and co-opting energy in­
creased student representation on the 
faculty board from two to twenty 
six.
The rest o f the demands for 
change disappeared into committees 
while the students waited. Some com­
mittees took six months to meet, ex­
ams were re-introduced into sixth 
year and, despite the increased stu­
dent numbers on the board faculty, 
nothing happened.
After two years o f no change for 
the better, the sixth year students de­
cided to put their jobs on the line by
Six thousand med students & staff approach Parliament House.
Mai Dobbin
boycotting the final year pathology 
and microbiology exams — sick o f be­
ing used to bolster up these depart­
ments’ research programmes. Besides 
they had sat two exams in the last 
three years in these subjects.
They got a petition together to 
boycott exams — 126 out o f 153 stu­
dents signed it.
A meeting o f staff and students 
was called for October 10 to support 
the boycott, decided on a demon­
stration the next day to march up 
Bourke Street in the middle o f Melb­
ourne and called on Scanlon, the Vic­
torian health minister. Other propos­
als included democratic election o f 
department heads and a definition 
o f aims and objectives o f all levels o f 
the medical course.
Friday 11 at 12.30, 6000 medical 
students and staff, white coated, 
stethoscopes at the ready, placards 
and banners in hand, marched up 
Bourke Street. The staff who remain­
ed behind at the Alfred were worried; 
their world was coming undone. 
There was anxious talk about infil­
trators and bugged meetings.
The proposals from the general 
meeting relating to the exam boy­
cott were to be discussed at the fac- 
culty board meeting the following 
Wednesday where attendance was 
about 15 up on usual and included 
faces never before seen at faculty 
meetings.
The students rightly feared the 
worst. Their motions weren’t even 
discussed. The staff closed ranks be­
hind the Dean, Professor Andrew, de­
fending the status quo and also say­
ing that “ meaningful changes”  were 
occurring. The dean’s style was re­
portedly hostile, humiliating and in­
timidating. He voted conscpiuously 
to let his supporters know which 
way he wanted the action to go.
Monash’s final year medical stud­
ents are still sitting exams. They still 
want an integrated course and demo­
cratic control o f it. They want medi­
cine to serve the people. They are 
genuinely concerned with the course 
and what it produces. They’ve tried 
to change it through the “ correct 
channels”  and are now embittered 
and angered by the resistance o f 
those who have the power to change 
the course but won’t.
They want medicine to serve the 
people, and have become politicised 
by their experience o f trying to make 
it happen.
A Review Article 
by Jean Bedford.
The Savage God, A Study o f  Suicide, 
A. Alvarez, Bantam, 1972.
“ .../ accuse 
A. Alvarez,
Geroge Steiner, Robert Lowell, ? 
and the legions o f  critical necro­
philes,
o f  conspiracy to mourn Plath’s brill­
iance while
patronizing her madness, diluting
her rage, and
burying her politics, as well as 
conspiring to frustrate true justice 
by aiding, abetting, rewarding, her
killer."
(Robin Morgan, “ Arrangement” , 
in Monster Melbourne Radical 
Feminist Edition).
I’m discussing the content o f  The 
Savage God in reverse order to the 
book. It’s the least I can do.
Alvarez’s epilogue consists o f a 
true-life confession o f his own abort­
ive suicide attempt. It is self-con­
scious and naive. He says at one point 
that he had used the phrase “ I wish I 
were dead ritualistically since child­
hood, then after some standard dom­
estic quarrel...I heard the phrase as 
though for the first time. I stood still 
to attend to the words. I repeated 
them slowly, listening. And I real­
ized that I meant it...After that, there 
was only one way out”  etc.etc. Such 
naivete would almost be endearing if 
not for the patronizingly sexist way 
he goes on to discuss his first wife’s 
role in the drama.
“ My wife was not to blame. The- 
hostility and despair that poor girl 
provoked in me — and I in her — 
came from some pure, infantile 
source...I was using her as an excuse 
for troubles that had their roots deep 
in the past.”  Infantile’s right!
His actual attempt came apparent­
ly after another “ standard domestic 
quarrel” , but this time his wife (she 
is never referred to as anything else ex­
cept “ poor girl” ) had “ marched out” . 
In what appears to have been a fit o f 
childish rage at this desertion* Alvarez 
took all the sleeping pills he had been 
saving up for just such an occasion. 
Next thing he knew was the hospital 
ward. Apart from his obsession with 
the grisly facts o f “ morbidity”  atten­
dant on this type o f poisoning, and 
his fascination with the fact that he 
really nearly died, the main feeling 
that emerges is that the whole thing 
provided him with a dramatic and de­
cisive way o f getting out o f his marr­
iage. To be fair (let’s) he admits this, 
but doesn’t seem to realize the full 
cruelty and cowardice o f it. In fact, 
the tone is rather self-congratulatory 
at managing so successfully to end an 
unsatisfactory period o f his life and 
start anew.
If you accept that he genuinely 
wanted to die when he took the pills
and that he also genuinely suffered a 
trauma that changed his life, the story 
still doesn’t add much to the store o f 
human knowledge. Quite frankly, old 
boy, who gives a stuff? Except that it 
was presumably his digging into his 
own motives for attempting suicide 
that provided the impetus for the 
main body o f the book — his socio/ 
literary/historical study o f suicide in 
our culture.
He comments that the more rat­
ional and, sophisticated a society be­
comes, the less superstitious it is 
about death and therefore the more 
tolerant it is towards suicide, and this 
leads to the conclusion o f this section 
that in modern rationalist societies 
this tolerance can become callous dis­
regard for other people’s problems, 
and to the important criticism o f the 
modern treatment o f suicides as ‘ soc­
iological’ rather than human phen­
omena.
His main concern in the book is to 
analyze the relationship between 
suicide and literature.
Alvarez sets himself a problem: 
the apparently inordinate number o f 
twentieth century ‘ great writers’ who 
have died through suicide or by viol­
ence — Hemingway, Conrad, Maya­
kovsky, Plath — and tried to solve it 
by positing a general twentieth cen­
tury attitude to suicide based on ath­
eistic and nihilistic currents in our 
culture. This leads to his Àrtist-as- 
scapegoat theory, which is in many 
ways attractive and convincing.
By being a public mouthpiece for 
the private horrors and anxieties o f 
our times, he argues, the artist is 
doubly vulnerable to despair. Hence 
suicide, violence and so on.
Plath — well, we’ll come to her in 
a minute. Sufficient to say they'all 
had their own reasons, and their own 
ideologies o f despair.
His suggestion that creative people 
contemplate suicide nihilistically due 
to the decline o f religion as a moral 
arbiter and the lack of a god to pun­
ish or reward after death, also ignores 
the fact that artists who have pro- i 
duced work are in a way particularly f  
free to contemplate death because j 
they have already ensured their con­
tinuing existence by their work — 
thus death for them is not oblivion. ;
Apart from these and other occ- | 
asional quibbles (like — he seems sur- ! 
prised that more middle class than ; 
working class people kill themselves 
in England, and explains it by saying ■ 
middle class people are often lonelier i 
than working class people who have 
their families, etc., without apparent­
ly considering that there might also 
be an important difference in mores 
which doesn’ t allow o f suicide being 
a respectable alternative for some 
people, e
The prologue to The Savage God 
could be retitled ‘The Savage Sylvia’ .
It is a personal account o f the auth­
or’s acquaintance "(which was slight) 
with Sylvia Plath and Ted Hughes to
whom she was' married in the months 
before her death, and on the basis o f 
this, an analysis o f her motives for 
suicide and her obsession with it in 
her writing. In the main this account 
is sexist, patronizing, shallow and del­
iberately mystifying.
| His first sentence establishes her 
neatly in, the ‘ normal housewife’ 
framework he would have so liked 
her to inhabit — “ I first met Sylvia 
and her husband in the spring o f 
1960.”  The first three pages o f this 
prologue on Sylvia Plath are in fact 
about A. Alvarez and his good mate 
Ted Hughes, with occasional refer­
ences like “ I was also told that he 
(Ted Hughes) had a wife called 
Sylvia who also wrote poetry” , but, 
and this was said reassuringly — 
“ she’s very sharp and intelligent” . 
Ho ho ho.
When he finally gets around to 
talking about Sylvia Plath directly it 
is with a romantic obtuseness that as­
tounds me — “ In those days Sylvia 
seemed effaced, the ppet taking a 
back seat to the young mother and 
housewife”  ... “ she was ... bright, 
clean, competent, like a young wom­
an in a cookery advertisement, friend­
ly and yet rather distant” .
If language is accurate communic­
ation at all, then what this commun­
icates is a sexist view o f the desirable 
realities o f the feminine role, and o f 
course, according to Alvarez, one o f 
the tragedies o f Sylvia Plath’s life was 
that she wasn’t always to conform to 
them.
The whole o f his description o f 
his first meetings with Sylvia Plath is 
imbued with the desire to project her 
as a gifted writer who was also an att­
ractive female stereotype. He also, 
pushes the view that she was “ eff­
aced”  by the genius o f her husband. 
Of her first book o f poems (The Col­
ossus, 1960) he writes: “ It seemed to 
fit the image I had o f her: serious, 
gifted, withheld, and still partly un­
der the massive shadow of her hus­
band.”
He also wrote o f this book: “ It is 
... as though she were continually 
menaced by something she could see 
only out o f the comers o f her^eyes 
...” . He‘continually asserts that this 
normal typical American bright 
young housewife had no real reason 
for her death-wish, or her sense of 
menace except that of her tragically 1 
pathological mental condition. (Of j 
The Bell Jar, her novel published at I 
around the same time as The Coluss- j 
us, he can only say that it re- | 
inforCes the theory o f her self-obsess- j 
ion with suicide, without apparently 
seeing that it also talks o f a young girl | 
so stifled, oppressed and destroyed 
by family, school and society that 
her only release seemed in death.)
Yet in this first collection o f her 
poems what is obvious is her aware­
ness o f being trapped and her grow­
ing and acute realization o f the nat­
ure o f the trap — for example, the
last verse o f ‘The Eye Mote’ :
“ What I want back is what I  was 
Before the bed, before the knife 
Before the brooch-pin and the salve 
Fixed me in this parenthesis;
Horses fluent in the wind,l 
A place, a time gone ou t o f  mind. ”  >
And even more relevant, the poem 
‘ Lorelei’ —
“ ... Yet these shapes float
Up toward me, troubling the face 
o f quiet. From the nadir 
They rise, their limbs ponderous
With richness, hair heavier 
Than sculpted marble. They sing 
Of a world more full and clear
Than can be. Sisters your song 
Bears a burden too Weighty 
For the whorled ear’s listening.
...Deranging by harmony
Beyond the mundane order 
Your voices lay seige.
... A t the source
Of your ice-hearted calling —
Drunkenness o f  the great depths.
O river I see drifting
Deep in your flux o f  silver 
Those great goddesses o f  peace.
Stone, stone, ferry me down there. ”
But with cheerful lit. crit. obtuse­
ness, as he admits himself, Alvarez 
sees only the old undefined menace 
and “ echoes o f Roethke” .
After all this comes the following 
revealing paragraph: “ They had had 
a new baby in January, a boy, and 
Sylvia had changed. No longer quiet 
and withheld, a housewifely appen­
dage to a powerful husband, she 
seemed made solid and complete, her 
own woman again. Perhaps the birth 
o f  a son had something to do with 
this new confident air." (My italics.)
Anyway, having made his point — 
gifted young woman, housewife/poet 
I undefined menace, etc. — he now sets 
out to explain the roots of her ob­
session with death. We get all the old 
facts trotted out — bright girl, wid­
owed ‘pushy’ mum, beloved dad’s 
death when she was eight, Madem- 
oisell's writer-of-the-month, schol­
arship to Cambridge, marriage to Ted 
Hughes, influence o f Robert Lowell 
and so on. Her death-wish obviously 
lies with a pathological obsession 
with her father’s death (hoo-fuckin’ - 
ray! shout the Freudian scholars 
among us) and of course, there’s the 
vague sense o f menace which makes 
her, for some reason, very angry.
The period after the birth o f her 
son Nicholas is the period o f many o f 
the poems in the posthumous collec­
tion Ariel. Alvarez recalls Ted Hughes 
telling him of her suicide attempt at 
this time (she ran her car o ff the 
road).
“ His dark presence, as he spoke, 
darkened an even deeper shade o f 
gloom” , but we are left with no ex­
planation other than the implicit 
‘ pathological/menace’ one, indeed
the whole thing is recounted with a 
feeling o f deep sympathy for poor 
old powerful Ted, who, let’s face it, 
was a bit o f a shit (though, unlike 
Robin Morgan, I have to admit, I like 
his poetry) was at this time on with 
another woman (she killed herself 
later too, and their child) ahd there 
fore that Sylvia Plath’s motives might 
be a bit less cloudy than first ass­
umed. The same with his account o f 
their separation. We are left with the 
feeling that ol’ pathological Sylvia, 
for no good objective reason, just de­
cided to move on out, presumably so 
she could be pathological in peace.
During this time she made obvious 
appeals for help to Alvarez, which he 
later regrets not noticing — but how 
could he notice, when he was deter­
minedly seeing her in the simplistic 
framework he had created for her to 
inhabit. At the time, he says, it occ­
urred to him that it was the “ demon­
ic possession”  o f her work that had 
led her to leave Ted. All this when he 
had actually heard her read some o f 
those amazing, brutal, wohderful 
poems later published in Ariel and 
Winter Trees. Such obtuseness on his 
part is in its own way slightly wond­
erful.
The feeling o f being trapped, the 
resentment o f her husband, her amb­
iguous love for her children, her 
growing clarity o f perception that her 
trap was a purely feminine one must 
shout her predicament to anyone 
with half an ear. I can’t quote every­
thing that occurs to me to support 
this, but take just these few pass­
ages from poems in Ariel.
From ‘ Morning Song’ , presumably
written after the birth o f Nicholas:
"...Our voices echo, magnifying 
\ your arrival. New Statue.
\ In a drafty museum, your naked­
ness
Shadows our safely. We stand round 
blankly as walls.
I ’m no more your mother 
Than the cloud that distills a mirror 
to reflect its own slow 
I Effacement at the wind's hand.”
\ From ‘The Applicant’ :
] "...Come here sweetie, out o f the 
closet
Well, what do you think o f  that?
| Naked as paper to start
I But in twenty-five years she'll be 
; silver,
In fifty, gold.
i A living doll, everywhere you look.
It can sew, it can cook, 
j It can talk, talk, talk.
It works, there is nothing wrong 
with it.
j You have a hole, it’s a poultice.
You have an eye, it’s an image.
My boy it's your last resort.
Will you marry it, marry it, marry 
it?
Take also the poem ‘ Lesbos’ 
which begins “ Viciousness in the
kitchen”  and is a desperate tirade 
against the woman who was Ted 
Hughes’ mistress — Alvarez doesn’t 
mention this fact. We are left again to 
think o f it as yet another inexplic^ 
able, poem o f anger arising out o f  her 
own neurosis. ru i.tÁósh A'üú
Alvarez does say he believes Sylvia 
Plath to have been a genius. He does 
obviously regret not having been 
more receptive to her anguish at a 
time when he might have helped her. 
He does say that these last poems are 
her real life filtered through her own 
peculiar intense vision, but at no time 
does he attempt to demystify the 
accepted/acceptable image o f Sylvia 
Plath as driven by forces either bur­
ied in her childhood Oedipal com­
plex or bom o f her own special mad 
ness. In his terms, her anger, al­
though splendid, is also inexplicable. 
In his terms a woman who gets up at 
dawn to work before the children 
wake up and spends the rest o f her 
day being a housewife and mother is 
admirable, but not fantastically so.
• In his terms it is inexplicable that 
such a woman, trapped in a marriage 
with a man, also a poet, who took 
none o f her personal or domestic bur­
dens on himself, who created new 
emotional ones for her; trapped in a 
feminine predicament o f trying to 
parcel up her genius and share it 
with the duties her role o f mother 
and wife demanded; struggling to im­
pose on her embattled, hurt, angry 
perceptions the rigorous techniques 
o f her intellect; should finally, alone, 
neglected, frustrated, hostile, mis­
understood, and also burdened by 
the routines o f house and children 
just give it all away.
It is arguable, he says, that her' 
final successful attempt on her life
was a gamble — she left a note with 
her doctor’s phone number, there 
was a good chance that the au pair 
girl and her neighbour would find her 
in time — even if one she was willing 
•to. Jose*: What. is not arguable is that 
jShe iSi df.fri^inriithejrq is a myth grow­
ing up around her, fed by people like 
Alvarez, that obscures the reality o f 
her work and her life.
This is the myth o f the tragically 
flawed poetess^ obsessed with suic­
ide, worked into a comer by her own 
writing from which the only escape 
was death.
The reality was, at least, that o f a 
strong woman, self-aware, increasing­
ly conscious o f the reality o f her per­
sonal oppression and logically apply­
ing this awareness to her art with a 
result that was fierce, desperate, 
brilliant and to people like Alvarez, 
shocking.
“ ... I stand in a column —
O f winged unmiraculous women, 
Honey drudgers.
I am no drudge
Though for years I have eaten dust 
And dried plates with my dense hair.
And seen my strangeness evaporate, 
Blue dew from dangerous skin.
... They thought death was worth it, 
but I
Have a self to recover, a queen.
Is she dead, is she sleeping?
Where has she been 
With her lion-red body, her wings o f  
glass ?
Now she is flying
More terrible than she ever was, red 
Scar in the sky, red comet 
Over the engine that killed her —
The mausoleum, the wax house. ”
(‘The Sting’ in A riel)
THE
-RECORD 
COLLECTOR
THE DAT A CHISM OF THE DOCTRINES
CHAIR- PERSON YONG
Who made the world?
: Greg Yong made the world.
; Why did Greg Yong make the world?
: Greg Yong made the world to show his power and widsom 
and to help us to reach our home in Heaven and also to help 
him amass a vast hoarding of vile capital through his record 
music sales and to extort and bleed by duplicity and caniving 
to exhault himself before us, the humble and purile, the eel 
eating and lickspittling running dog-headed proletariat. 
PROLS CONSOLIDATE! JOIN THE LONG MARCH 
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R E C O R D  C O L L E C T O R  - T W O  SHOPS: CNR. TO O R A K  
R O A D  A N D  D A V IS  A V EN U E , S O U TH  Y A R R A , 267.1885, A N D  
710 G L E N F E R R IE  ROAD, H A W TH O R N , 819.1917.
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TRIBUNE
Australia’s Communist Weekly
Keep up to date on what’s happening in politics, women’s .liberation. 
industrially, internationally ....
Subscription rate: One year $ 1 0 . Six months $5. Three months $2 .5 0 . 
Concession rate for students and pensioners. Prisoners free.
Special introductory offer: 10 issues for $1.
Please tiek the r e l e i ^ f ^ u d r e [
[ ] I would like to subscribe to Tribune. I enclose $ ............
For a .....  ................. subscription.
NAME .. .. ............. ..... .
A D D R E S S . ......... ............
P 'code......................
Address your envelope to Tribune, 4 Dixon Street, NSW, 2000.
WITH
MADDER LAKE 
RENEE GEYER
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PLUS
DOCTOR DUNCAN
REVOLUTION
BOOKSHOP
A COOPERATIVE NON-PROFIT B(X IKSEKY!( F. 
Non-sexist & qualify homosexual litt-r.iu.iv.
FEMINIST & GAY LIBERATION RESOURCES 
with books like:
* LESB IAN  NATION: the feminist solution 
by Jill Johnston. Hardcover $6.50.
* AR T  AN D  S E X U A L  POLITICS: Why have 
there been no great women artists? (Anth­
ology) $1.70
*« A  WOMEN IS T A LK IN G  TO DEATH: Judy 
Grahn's nine reflections on the miseries of 
heterosexist culture. $1.00
* THE W OMAN 'S EYE: Thework of ten 
great women photographers with copious 
illustration. $5.50
PLEASE add 15-20% for postage. FOR $2 
receive our M ONTHLY BOOKNEW S for 1 
year. Free catalogue.
P.O. BOX 12 NORTH A D E LA ID E  S.A. 5006
THE 70S NEVER LOOKED SO GOOD
OR
SOUNDED
BETTER
Skyhooks is rock and roll seventies 
style. Brash. Turbulent. Volatile. 
Experience it on their first album 
“ Living In The Seventies"
L3S299
E x c  l u s i v e  t i r s i  a p p e a r a n c e  ot
SPEARS N’TONTO’N’HUGH Me DRAG QUEEN SPEDDON
SA TU R D A Y NOVEM BER 16
ORMOND HALLmh'ih v a k k a i :i : i 
ADMISSION ONLY s2 50k
Robin Laurie getting into the act at rehearsals for the Women's Theatre forthcoming
spectacular.
Following up their previous smash 
hits before packed houses the Wom­
an’s Theatre Group is performing a 
new play which they have collective­
ly dreamed up around the theme o f 
women in their socially-determined
roles within the family.
The play offers a critical analysis 
o f these roles and the historical real­
ities and myths which underly wom­
en’s oppression ^ :;
You can see it Friday to Sunday
nights at 9.30pm from November 
9th for 3 weeks in the Back Thea­
tre at the Pram Factory, 325 Drum­
mond Street, Carlton.
Bookings at the APG, phone 
number 347-7493.
B ack  issu e s
Issue no. 1: The first interview with Rup­
ert Max Stuart, in jail in South Australia 
14 years for murder, and for being black/ 
The Bertram Wainer story, Part 1, the 
lead-up to Melbourne’s abortion enquiry/ 
Gary Young, pop star/Ian McCausIand’s 
first full-page comic “ Down on Karmic 
Farm” .
Issue no. 2: Ron Cobb’s first Australian 
cartoon/A history o f drug-taking in 
Australia, part 1, up to 1905/Tidikawa 
& friends: a story and stills from Jeff and 
Su Doring’s film about Niugini cannibals/ 
Dr Wainer & the cops, and the media.
Issue no. 3 : Beatrice Faust’s essay on 
pornography, a 4000 word, illustrated 
study of pornography in Australian society 
IA history of drugs in Australia, part 2/ 
Ron Cobb’s Pine Gap base cartoon.
Issue no. 4: Psycho-active plants growing 
in Australian suburban gardens/Repression 
at Blacktown High School/portrait o f a 
counter-cultural Victorian football hero/ 
suction tool for aborting /Zimmer’s Essay, 
a short novel by Robert Adamson and 
Bruce Hanford, on life inside New South 
Wales jails, part 1/Jenny Brown on the 
costs and business traps o f  rock groups.
Issue no. 5: Jenny Brown on Hare Krish- 
nas in Melbourne/the state of alternate 
film and tv, in the last days of the LCP 
government/Beatrice Faust talks with two 
women over 75 about sex/dissection of the 
Glebe Expressway fight, interviews with 
DMR, local residents etc./Zimmer’s Essay, 
part 2/Bob Adamson reviews Van 
Morrison.
Issue no. 6: The South Australian police 
cover-up of the murder of homosexual 
academic, George Düncan/the story of a 
Melbourne high school teacher’s impromp­
tu sex-education class, by the woman 
teacher who was subsequently fired/what 
happened to Joe Cocker in Australia/a 
history of abortion in Victoria, part 1, up 
to 1945/explaining Einstein, and reapprais­
ing cosmology by Alan Roberts, part 1/ 
Frank Moorehouse on the Aussie male.
Issue no. 7: Alan Roberts explains cos­
mology, part 2/a poetry supplement edited 
by Norman Talbot/Abortion in Victoria, 
part 2, the fuss of the late ’ 60s/Ross 
Wilson interviewed.
Issue no. 8; How Labor won by Ian 
Turner/Ron Cobb’s Billy McMahon 
“ That’s All Folks’ ’ cartoon/Bisexuality, 
by Helen Gamer/Cheryl Buchanan on the 
Aboriginal delegation to Peking/Jenny 
Brown interviews Bob Hawke/Wendy 
Bacon on Pat Mackie’s court victory over 
Frank Packer/Jon Hawkes on the historv 
of the APG.
Issue no. 9: Draft resisters and ex­
conscripts interviewed after Labor stopped 
conscription/talking with King Cross pros- 
situtes/why the DLP can’t survive.
Issue no. 10: Confessions of a male 
■prostitute/Sylvia & the Synthetics / 
Ringolevio, extract from Emmett Grogan’s 
novel, part 1/Ponch Hawkes talks with 
Margaret Whitlam/Bungool and Sunbury— 
two rock festivals/marijuana and crotch disease.
Issue no. 11: Nimbin—background to the 
Aquarius Festival/Sydney women invade 
an all-male bar m Manly /a psychiatric 
nurse on the horror of hospitals/sexual cys- 
titisIRingolevio, part2/Pituri, an Abori­
ginal way of getting stoned/Black Sabbath 
tour/young turks in the CPA.
Issue no. 12: The trial of the Angry 
Brigade in London/unmarried mothers’ 
homes in Melbourne/feminist conference 
at Mt Beauty/double-page cartoon supple- 
ment/Slade tour/Sunbury revie wed/Port
Jackson folk festival.
Issue. no. 13: 1973 Eucharistic Congress in 
Melbourne/the Rolling Stones’ Australian 
tour, by Jenny Brown, with photos/Peggy 
Berman’s book on the abortion enquiry/ 
business and politics o f the drug scene, by 
Robin Winkler/sabotaging the US consul 
and big-name capitalists in Victoria/ 
McCausland’s Guru comic strip.
Issue no. 14: Junkie murder—-Bruce Han­
ford’s investigation of the unsolved shoot­
ing o f a Sydney surfer, parti /a jail escap­
ee’s story on life inside and out/a consum­
er’s guide to contraception/women in 
theatre, by Helen Garner.
Issue no. 15: Heroin in Sydney—Hanford’s 
story on the junkie’s murder cut short by 
the- danger he faced /nurses, speak out 
against their lot/travel guide for Indonesia, 
through to Turkey/A.K. Weil’s theories of 
raised consciousness as substitute, for 
western medicine/A. J. Weberman on 
Dylan, Jim Morrison, Peter To.wnshend 
and Jams Joplin.
Issue no. 16: Fritz the Cat: the'film pre­
viewed/the polluting of Port Phillip Bay/ 
women invade the Wollongong steelworks/ 
Chinese political prisoners/psychiatry and 
anti-psychiatry—double-page special/Gary 
Glitter/Fred Robinson.
Issue no. 17: WEL, a critical look by 
Helen Garner/inside the Right to Life 
organisation/Nimbin revie wed/Australian 
films: interviews with Graeme Blundell, A1 
Finney, Martha Kay, Chris Tillam, Smart 
Street, Phil Noyce & David Elfick/Frank 
Zappa interview.
Issue no. 18: Lift-out Watergate supple- 
ment/Zappa in Australia/Godfathers of the 
NSW ALP/Victoria’s Ford factory strike/ 
dope laws in Queensland.
Issue no. 19: Medical students’ critique of their profession /Dolmas: how the film’s 
star freaked out/the Sydney University 
strike over teaching women’s studies/ 
phone conversations with ASIO agents/ 
poems by Kate Jennings and Richard 
Tipping.
Issue no. 20: Omega: what the US com­
munications base means to Australian sec­
urity, and to residents of Deniliquin/ 
interview with Candy Raymond of Num­
ber 961 communal life in Brisbane, Syd-
ney, Melbourne and Berlin/Victoria Street 
background/interview with John Prine. 
issue no. 21: Guru Maharaj Ji, fastest ris­
ing guru in the west/Body Time, a book 
on,' circadian rhythms in our bodies and 
what they mean/graffiti guerillas/Tasman- 
ian Labor Party and allegations that they 
bought their way to power/Tariq Ali inter­
viewed/Marcos’ takeover in tne Phillip- 
pines.
issue no. 22: Gay Pride Week—interviews 
and manifestos/Kirlian photography, cap­
turing human, vibes on film/cripples unite 
for better conditions/Peter Kavo, Niugini 
socialist interviewed/memoirs o f a Sydney 
cop, part 1.
issue no. 23: Melbourne cops and JP con­
spire to fake search warrants—our evidence 
/the economics and sociology of Mel­
bourne football, with interviews/inside the 
¡ails, by prisoners, jailers and critics/dos- 
siers on South American countries/Robert 
Crumb’s first acid trip cartoon. 
issue no. 24: How Australian customs 
helped import dope from Indonesia to se­
cure a bust/oil, Israel, and the middle east
Sierpes, the virus Of love/Mary White- ouse and the Festival o f Light/how a 
collective household broke up/the fight 
to preserve thè Rocks/buying Tuntable 
Falls at Nimbin.
Issue no. 25: The student takeover of 
Thailand, two pages of world-exclusive 
photos/the Pentagon’s plot to kill Allende/ 
methadone versus heroin, users and critics 
•argue/Kate Jennings reviews Performancel 
Colin Talbot on the Balmain poets/getting 
the hippies out of Bali.
Issue no. 26: Marshall Green, his history 
and current plans/the Victoria Street 
battle/kids ana collective living/the pros 
and cons of bicycje riding/Leunig’s full- 
page fucking cartoon/US plans for Viet­
nam 1974/Helen Gamer cans Alvin 
Purple.
Issue no. 27: Background to the Bathurst 
jail burning/Peter Kavo interviewed 
(again)/two-page spread of pictures from 
Rock Dreams, surréal images of 1960s 
rock ’n‘ roll heroes/what the USA tells 
the marines when they come to Australian 
bases/one woman’s decision to leave her 
husband, home and kids.
Issue no. 28: Worker participation 
schemes in NSW—how they boost profits/ 
Swami Muktananda visits/Bidura, a jail, 
for wayward girls—and Elsie, a refuge for' 
women in need/what Cleo magazine really 
thinks of women/Kate Jennings on Joni 
Mitchell/Aboriginal schooling by Cheryl 
Buchanan/prisoners describe the Bathurst 
jail riot.
Issue no. 29: Collective management in 
Melbourne’s Pram Factory Theatre/World 
Bank involvement in south Vietnam’ s tiger 
cage prisons/interview with Andre Menras, 
ex-prisoner of PreS. ThieU/Patty Hearst— 
did she fall or was she pushed?/Leichhardt 
women’s community health centre.
Issue no. 30: 1974 federal elections/inter- 
views with Jack Mundey, Bruce McGuin- 
ness, Lyn Hovey and the Hare Krishna 
senate candidate/Black Panthers accuse 
the SLA of FBI links. ,
Issue no. 31: Journey to North West Cape 
—a first hand account o f thè protest of 
Exmouth/Red Symons, Melbourne rocker/ 
checking the vibe of country voters/cock- 
roaches, an in-depth study of Sydney’s 
plague/ASIO man attacks Digger photo­
grapher.
Issue no. 32: Jim Cairns ihterview, on the 
Kissinger strategy, worker control bie 
business/touring Gippsland with Marshall 
Green/linking tne assassination of JFK and 
the Watergate buggers/Melbourne Film 
Festival.
Issue no. 33: The self-determination plans 
of New Guinea’s Trobriand Islanders— 
interview with John Kasaipwalova/Mar- 
shall Green as hatchet mkn/the Bathurst 
46 go on trial/Hare Krishnas’ annual 
parade/General Motors and Ford interests 
m Nazi Germany/pension schemes for 
women/India’s unrest.
Issue Qp. 34: Women and Madness, Phyllis 
Chester on her book and its repercussions/ 
the ideological dilemmas of mice-catching 
for vegetarians/surrealist photography /the 
Bathurst jail riot trial continues/purging 
Confucius.
Issue no. 35: Joni Mitchell interviewed 
about her records, loves and loneliness/ 
the land rights con on Australia’s blacks/ 
Terry Darmondy and Sydney jug band 
music/Lou Reed concert by Jenny Brown/ 
the perils of having babies at home, one 
woman’s amazing tale/Brvice Cathie’s grid 
theory of UFOs and N-bomb explosions/ 
Fairlea prison/corruption in Victoria’s 
Hospital Employees’ Federation.
Issue no. 36: Interviews on inflation with 
Bob Hawke, Jim Cairns and John Half­
penny/the rural revolt/racing magazines 
reviewed by Jenny Brown/confessions o f a 
Divine Light Mission dropout/night out 
with the Les Girls/the Shah of Iran’s ugly 
reality/five days in Glebe’s women’s refuge 
centre.
Back copies o f The Digger are avail­
able for 30 cents at 350 Victoria 
Street, North Melbourne, or at 15 
Avenue Road, Glebe—or by mail for 
50 cents (20 cents postage) by 
writing to:
Back numbers,
The Digger 
15 Avenue Road,
Glebe, NSW, 2037 
Maximum postage charge is $1.
Porta-potties
threaten
Otways
by Yvonne Walters
As the summer draws closer, and 
the government promises more tour­
ist encouragement, so the chances o f  
the rainforests o f  the Otways for  
survival decrease.
Once I discovered a comer o f the 
rainforest. In a creek gully hidden by 
six-foot bracken ferns and guarded by 
light hairy stinging nettle leaves.
The tallest trees were the river 
white gums and an ancient beech.
The ancient beech, leaves that cluster 
like maidenhair and thick, mossy 
boughs. Nearly extinct. Blackwoods 
and satinboxes. And treeferns with 
fronds over ten feet long.
So many leaves trying to catch the 
sun that the sun can only briefly 
scatter discs o f light on the forest 
floor. The soil is free o f weeds and 
grasses and bare but for moulding 
leaves. The rainforest is spacious and 
airy. There are greywinged fantails 
bold enough to whirl around you 
displaying their tailfeathers and pro­
bably a big southern yellow robin.
If you glimpse one o f the last white 
goshawks you are very lucky. There 
are glow worms at night.
It took three months for that cor­
ner o f  the forest to die. Once expos­
ed to the sun, the soil was quickly 
clutched by swoops o f blackberry 
runners and the army o f bracken- 
ferns. Space created by trees was 
cluttered by wet, scruffy bushes. 
Treefem tops dried out and became 
brown and brittle. Without trees 
there can be no forest.
The Otways used to be covered 
by rainforests. The early settlers 
cleared the ridges to plant gardens 
and grow enough pasture for a few 
sheep and cows. They survived.
Little groups o f families supported 
each other and shared weekly get- 
togethers around someone’s piano. 
You can still find what is left o f  an 
old orchard, a cluster o f bulb flowers 
and bricks from an open fire.
Dairying, sheep farms and sub­
sidiaries came. You needed more land 
and more animals, and not much time 
for mixed farming. Greater product­
ion and the smail farmers must go. 
Tractors, ploughs and clover and 
superphosphate by the ton. Bulldozed 
out gullies and poison spray to keep 
back the weeds for more grass, more 
cows and more production. Sawmills. 
The rainforests shrink to odd comers.
In the winter, when nothing much 
grows, hungry cows tramp for miles. 
The grasses are crushed and further 
expose the soil. Forest rain still falls 
and sweeps o ff the topsoil. Creeks 
become violent muddy gutters, rins­
ing away to the sea. In summer, the 
moisture dries up too quickly with­
out the trees and the creeks are stag­
nant pools. These “ primary indust­
ries are quickly creating deserts out 
o f the forests.
But wait! A new industry for the 
country — tourists. They buy up 
big and prop up the towns. You can 
sell your farm at bonanza prices 
and move to the city. You can sub­
divide into lots and lots o f  bush- 
blocks and sell them to the weekend 
people. Some farms fall prey to 
secondary growth or weeds or 
become waste land because the tour­
ist farmers live so far away. Some 
sport managers and white fences and 
fat, black bulls. They call it develop­
ment, and there are tourist develop­
ment subsidies. Develop and make 
your fortune — who cares? There 
aren’t any farmers left anyway.
Holidays bring a sudden flurry. 
Orange vans and cans. Powerboats 
and blue tents. Plastic bottles and 
hygenic porta-potties. (Grab some 
ferns - they would look lovely at 
home.) More roads and more rates. 
Flashes o f striped cars and brightly 
coloured people and the weekend is 
over.
By the way, there are some crazy 
hippies trying to grow things and 
live o f f  the land, but they must be 
queer.
No one takes the kids over to the 
neighbours’ place o f a Saturday 
night anymore. We don’t have sing­
songs around the piano now that the 
Browns have shifted to Melbourne.
And there aren’t many beech trees 
left, either.
—Apollo Bay, Victoria
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OUTBACK PRESS
Look . . .  it’s not easy writing advertising copy for The Digger, and let’s face it 
gang, this is an advert, we are after some publicity, and it’s hell paying the price 
. . .  therfore what better place for it than the esteemed pages o f The Digger . . .  
support the underdog.
The task here is to advertise our books in a cool and laid back’ manner, as be 
fitting a cool and laid back paper and cool and ‘laid back books’ . You see we’re 
a fairly informal sort o f publishing house, but we think the books we put out, 
and the authors we publish are pretty nifty, and like the bloke on telly says, if 
we didn’t believe in it, we wouldn’t be adve rtising it. ,
crutna ik  aaraen
_  * m m u  s i e c m c  n o u L u  - o n e s
r or instance our first novel, Crying in the Garden, by 
Suzanne Holly Jones. Which is actually Sue's second 
novel, she had Harry's Child out 10 years ago and Everybody 
simply loved it. Crying in the Garden seems to get reviewed 
as being 'dream-like', which possibly it is. No matter, the 
girl can certainly write. Helen Garner reviewed it in a 
recent Digger and like it. Well, it's an amazing novel.
Hardback $4.50, paperback, $2.00.
OUTBACK PROUST
Then there’s Applestealers, a collection o f the new poetry in Australia, featuring 
notes on La Mama, graphics and other relevant info, apart from excellent poetry 
by a lot o f poets including Rick Tipping, Bob Adamson, Charlie Buckmaster, 
Michael Dransfield, Kris Hemensley, and o f course Gaz ‘suede Boots’ Hutchinson 
We can’t tell you much about that one, except in paperback for $2.25 it is a 
steal (get it, ‘steal’ . . . Apple.stealers)??
&
ÜXSSXSL
Now let’s stop for a second. See how cool the advert has been. 
Reads just like a bloody article, o f the new gonzo journalism 
The Digger is famous for. This is called ‘soft sell’ , just like 
the advertising agencies do it. Now in this let’ s get friendly 
section we tell you that Outback Press is living in Fitzroy, 
that the books we put out should go directly to your heart, 
yes! you The Digger reader, sophisticated, freewheelin, live 
for the second, humane, devil may care, non-sexist, 
intelligent and witty.
i 1 \ v Y
OUTBACK PRESSED
Now back to the ad. fo r  this one wc have th<j,zany ad man o f Digger (ad person 
actually) Ierry Cleary and for his hilarious comments on the next book, the large 
format photographic/journalistic look at Fitzroy, the famous inner-suburb, 
titled Into The Hollow Mountains, photographs by Robert Ashton, and text 
edited by Mark Gillespie, priced $3.50, about which Terry jokes and gags:
‘ Fiction, poetry and play combine with photography to pr.escnt a unique portrait 
o f inner-suburban life a study o f a schizoid suburb, F itzroy. The photographs 
and the text by Fitzroy wtiters, including The Digger’s own He len Garner, explore 
tlr „(he people.’ Thank you Terry. Bet we never
laUghep'TiKC tnaiTor yca'rk. ’ '
OUTBACK LOG
The Outback Reader a collection o f shortTiction had better be mentioned. A 
score o f fresh stories — Alan Marshall, Moorhouse, Wilding, etc. New Blood too. 
Pretty good! Paperback $2.00
Now a break from the soft sell, folks. Some hard sell. Here’s a list o f  works to be 
published by Outback Press before the end o f  theyear.
THE ROOMS — a arose collection from Kris Hemensley
NABOTHIAL a first novel by Hamish Cooke
A  COIiAPSIBLE MAN - a novel by I^iurie Qancy
GOME TO ME MY MEI.ANCHOLY BABY — Poetry from Kate Jennings
MARSUPIAL YVRESTT TNG Poetry by Jenny Brown
CIjOUDS — poetry collection by Michael Dugan
NUDE INSOMNIAC poetry by Rob 'Fillet
OUTBACK FRONT
Guess you saw Jenny Brown’s name there huh? Yep,
she writes poetry ifriVf v- as well as discourse in The Digger on
the sociology o f ; rock & roll. Jenny, also known as
Jennifer Lois B r o w n h v e s  in North Balwyn with her Mother, 
Dawn, and her two sisters, brother, cats, dogs, mongoose,
kangaroo rat, \  ^  platypus, koalas, western whipbirds etc
etc. Mrs Dawn K*-’ 3 ^ 5 U Brown puts out this magazine for
film teachers called f  K ' dr Metro, after a film cinema, which is
full o f goodies jp M about fims and video and such and
which probably wants subscribers (this is not an advert
repeat not) whilst — ^ r ,  > Jenny *s out the back wrestling (as it 
were) with , B fe1 marsupials. Guess you all know what
that means nudge nudge etc. The puritan quarter o f the
press didn’t want to publish what he described as ‘ this filth and depraved 
writhings on a page’ however the others in the press begged, particularly Morris 
Schwartz, and it will hit the streets.
Yeah . . . bet you think because we mentioned all these Digger people, Mr Te: 
Cleary o f  Blackburn Victoria, noted TC owner, will give us a cheap rate. Hah!
He’s hard as nails.
'What about editorial support' we said 
’Well, lads, ’ he quoth, ‘strictly in club, let's run 
this one up the flagpole and see how it flies'
’Wh'aaa?’ said C. Talbot, Outback Press luminary.
7 mean old man, ’ said Tez huskily, ‘over lunch at Julian "s . . . though l may 
have forgotten the cheque book today, if  you get my meaning. ’
‘How dare you infer we can be bought ’ came the retort. ‘See you at one. ’
A true story, but nevertheless, on with the show. Back to soft sell, the dusky 
frangrance o f  a gentle ad. like fresh mountain mist. . .
I’m talking about the desert, the O-U-T- 
B-A-C-K. Untamed and barren you say ? 
No! I ride the range bringinging you the 
mail, the good oil, the good news for 
youth, that’s Y-O-U-T-H, eyes stinging 
from staring into the blinding bright 
blazing, horizon of nothingness. The 
desert, the great stony desrt of Australian 
publishing . .  skt-skt-skt-skt there goes a 
lizard down a hole, or was it one of those 
authors skting out of the hot hot sun.
that devil sun, sapping energy, driving life 
underground, 1 said U-N-D-E-R- 
G-R-O-U-N-D, under rocks, to feed on 
strange weeds. Poor native author, fauna 
made pale & insipid, from lack of, yes, 
lack of light, battered by howling hot 
wind o f raging editors, tirades of 
tumbling spinafex, they humpa their 
swags to other dales.
water my horse by cool billabongs, the
fresh spring of government grants, for so 
long a devilish mirage, pumping life giving 
fluids onto the desert. Yes, oh yes, see it 
breathe. Ah, and now see the range 
writers leap, garrot, nay cavort in the 
garden,-the garden of australian publish­
ing. Clip clop clip clop clip, verily I ride 
to administer to lizards & toads the good 
mail, that yea the evil sun is smote & they 
shall be pressed about me Outback
A Book About Australian Women, with photographs by Carol Jerrems, and text 
by Virginia Fraser. (Once again, The Digger has a rep on this book', je, Ms Fraser.) 
As you would imagine, photographs of women, text about Women. But the two 
do not corroborate each other, and this way the authors have shown the elements 
of frustrations in jh e  lives of certain women in Australia. Graphically and 
journalistically it is honest . . . we feel it is an excellent book. Large format, 
paperback, S3.95
Well, everybody's got to have a political book, what with the apocalypse due and 
all that. What better than two visionaries. Andrew Campbell and Peter Blazey 
(o f Bolte book fame) to work together (really, how did they manage?) to 
produce a study of the unique situation. Aptly is is titled The Political Dicemen, 
featuring Whitlam. Snedden and other players. Early December.
I hen there’s Kate Jennings out o f Sydney, poet and feminist. She’s 
got her own book coming, which we have already mentioned. But 
that’s not all! Here, Outback’s Fred Nlilgrom tells you . . .
Mother I’m Rooted is an anthology o f Australian women poets, edited by Kate 
Jennings. The motivation behind this book is feminist, in its broadest sense. It 
is a collection o f the work of women poets Australia-wide; over five hundred 
women poets submitted their manuscripts. ‘ It is a fallacy that women writers 
have had a fair go’, says Kate Jennings in her introduction; this book gives voice 
to 152 women poets, most o f them previously unpublished. Paperback $3.95. 
(Late November).
Cf h '  r  T~ Side. u p  '
A quick survey: shows 50% o f all persons living at 421 Cheltenham Road 
Balmain, under four feet, with PHD’s in Chemistry, read O.P. books exclusively.
Such is living in the seventies. Outback Press will be there at the apocalypse, 
photos, interviews* gonzo, live as it is lived to the end o f reality. Mark Gillepsie 
will naturally edit it. Soft bound on butchers paper, handwritten, price will be 
on the ancient barter system. Now goodnight, happy lathering.
* all prices recommended but not obligatory.
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